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Foreword 
Mission is the purpose of the Church. Inaugurated by Jesus coming to bring the good news (particularly to the poor), 

it is given to us in his Great Commission to make disciples of all nations, baptising and teaching them all that he has 

commanded. As the Mission Planning Action Group this has been on our minds as we have sought to create a 

mission plan for our Presbytery: how are we to be disciples of Jesus telling, teaching, tending, transforming and 

treasuring in our local communities? 

Our planning needs to be honest about our context. There is nothing to be gained by denying that we have less 

resources, fewer ministers, too many ageing buildings, strained finances, and often tired office-bearers struggling to 

maintain structures designed in another age. Some will say that this plan is really all about cuts. Well, yes, in a sense 

it is. But as we seek to make those inevitable cuts, how do we prune in a way that best shapes us for mission? How 

do we wisely deploy what we do have in a way that honours the calling God has given us? How do we ensure 

sustainable congregations, with appropriate buildings, who are able to focus their strengths on seeking a future and 

not simply on preserving a past? 

Our Presbytery planning is also defined by decisions of our General Assembly. We are constitutionally committed to 

a territorial ministry where every community is served by a parish church. We are committed to the pooling and 

sharing of our resources (through Giving to Grow) with a particular priority for our poorest communities. The plan 

must reflect this. It must also reflect the decision of the General Assembly to allocate 59.5 posts as our Presbyteryõs 

current share of ministries available to our national Church. These are givens that our committee has had to work 

with as we have wrestled with our mission. 

However, our most critical decision, endorsed by the Presbytery, was that planning should start from below, and not 

from above. We wanted local congregations to cluster together to shape their local mission. For that reason, 

Presbytery approved a formula ð based on population and congregational finances ð that would allocate part of our 

59.5 posts to each locality. This allowed local discussions to have a realistic picture of the resources available to 

them. We then invited you, who know your communities best, to plan the mission and future shape of the Church in 

your area. Itõs been hard work, often involving difficult ð sometimes frustrating ð conversations, but we are grateful 

for all that you have invested in it. Your submissions have been vital, and often positively inspiring. 

Our committeeõs role has been to shape these various local submissions into a coherent plan for the whole 

Presbytery. Weõve had to test what was sent, and sometimes fill in the blanks. Weõve had to keep in view our 

responsibility to present a plan that might be agreeable to the Presbytery, but also might pass the subsequent 

scrutiny of the General Assemblyõs Committee and the General Trustees. That means sometimes ð although not 

usually - we have been unable to recommend all that local conversations might have wanted. We are aware that this 

will disappoint. 

Time has been a challenge. We have asked you to conclude discussions, and make responses, in what has often 

seemed unreasonable timescales. We are aware of that. However, the General Assembly set a two-year target and, 

due to delays caused by the formation of this Presbytery and the resignation of the earlier Planning Group, we are 

already almost nine months beyond that national deadline. Timing has been hard for all of us. 

We now offer you our draft plan. Itõs not perfect. It includes some very hard choices. It may not always seem 

inspirational. Sometimes it is simply the art of the possible. It will certainly need to evolve over time (but thatõs 

always been the intent). However, we do believe, as a group, that we now offer to you the best that we can give, 

within the constraints that we had, to shape the mission of our Church. 

The Committee are grateful to the Presbytery staff, who have worked on this beyond all reasonable expectations. 

Responsibility for this plan (and its inevitable shortcomings), however, lies entirely with us, and not with them. 

Humbly then, we commend this document to you for your prayerful deliberation, as we commend our Presbytery 

and its mission to our gracious God.  

On behalf of the Mission Planning Action Group, 

 

Rev Ian Galloway 

Convener  
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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
Welcome to the Presbytery Mission Plan for the Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale (FVandC). This plan will 

detail the Presbytery Mission Plan (PMP) for the 120 congregations from the most northernly point of the Presbytery 

in the parish of Airth, north of Falkirk, to the southernmost point of Upper Clyde within Dumfries & Galloway 

Council, from its most easterly point at Black Mount near Scottish Borders to its most westerly point within 

Strathaven next to East Ayrshire. The Presbytery covers roughly 900 square miles mainly within the council areas of 

South Lanarkshire, North Lanarkshire and Falkirk. It covers rural places and urban places. It is home to both places 

of affluence and places of poverty as an everyday reality. 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ bŀǊǊŀǝǾŜ 
IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

The Presbyteries of Hamilton and Lanark agreed to come together to form a new Presbytery in February 2021, and 

a task group with representatives from each Presbytery was created. The Presbytery of Falkirk representatives 

joined the task group in March 2021. 

The Presbyteries of Hamilton and Lanark were permitted to create a new Presbytery together on the 1st of January 

2022 by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 2021. 

The Presbyteries of Falkirk, Hamilton and Lanark agreed on a structure document separately in November 2021. 

This structure document was further agreed upon by Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale (FVandC) and the 

Presbytery of Falkirk, at the first meeting of the new Presbytery in February 2022 (held concurrently with a meeting 

of the Presbytery of Falkirk). At the Church of Scotland General Assembly 2022, the Presbytery of Falkirk was 

permitted to join the Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale, formally joining at the June 2022 meeting of the 

Presbytery.  

aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ  
The Presbytery stated how it wished to be within this variety of lives, experiences and skills.  

Supporting congregations to share the Good News of Jesus Christ through working with each other, working for each other and 

being with each other.  

Å We work with each other by providing resources, knowledge and training based on learning and 
receiving from each other and also being accountable to each other.  

Å We work for each other by doing the things Presbytery can do in order to free up congregations to do 

what they are energised to do.  

Å Being with each other means knowing each other, listening to each other, learning from each other and 
supporting each other collaboratively.  

We encourage and support congregations to provide:  

o Opportunities for worship, fellowship, the teaching of the Christian faith, the enriching of 

community life, ensuring that the views of the local Church are heard on matters of wider concern;  

o Pastoral care, advice and support to people in each parish.1  

This structural approach is inspired by an analysis of Jesus' time in the Gospel narrative. Rev Dr Sam Wells found 

that Jesus spent 90% of his timebeing with, 9% of his timeworking with, and only two weeksworking for.2In agreeing on 

this strategy, Presbytery said that FVandC should primarilybe with, oftenwork withand rarely take the position 

ofwork for.  

Being withis about "...accompanying people while they find their own methods, answers, approaches - and meanwhile 

celebrate and enjoy the rest of their identity...",3 it is fragile, risky and honest within a very bruising PMP process.  

Working withis where Presbytery seeks to use of everyone's skills and gifts in working together. It is a space of 

reciprocal relationship around a common goal (never doing something for someone they could properly do 

                                                      
1 Minutes of Forth Valley and Clydesdale Presbytery February 2022 (p.2022/3). 
2 This is expanded upon in Wells, Samuel, and Marcia A. Owen. Living without Enemies: Being Present in the Midst of Violence. 

Downers Grove, US-IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011. Wells, Samuel. A Nazareth Manifesto: Being with God. Somerset: John Wiley & 

Sons, 2015. Wells, Samuel. Incarnational Ministry: Being with the Church. Grand Rapids, US-MI: Wm Eerdmans, 2017. 
3 Wells, Samuel. Incarnational Ministry: Being with the Church. Grand Rapids, US-MI: Wm Eerdmans, 2017 
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themselves).4  

 

Working foris where Presbytery does things and makes the congregation's life better.5 By doing things a congregation 

cannot.  

This structure offers three critical practical and theological anchors for Presbytery to embody. Being with, Working 

with, and Working for.  

The Presbytery seeks tobe withלpeople. To be alongside and go through life with people. The Mission Planning Action 

Group (MPAG) was drawn from among us, members of churches within the presbytery. We are Elders, Ministers of 

Word and Sacrament, Assistant Ministers, and Readers. MPAG members work through this process as part of their 

own congregation, working out what it means to follow Jesus while this process is ongoing. The MPAG of the 

Presbytery is alongside this; it experienced where it has cost; some committee members have seen their 

congregation unite, and some committee members have seen their buildings categorised for disposal. Some 

committee members have even seen their congregation embark on a dissolution process. They brought this to the 

Presbytery, knowing this process will change all of us; some will be relieved, some will be angry, and some will be 

speechless. The MPAG members lived in this; they pray because of/despite this; and share this experience with 

readers.  

The Presbytery seeks towork withpeople. To encourage people to work with this process. to encourage people to 

come together and plan for the future of the space, time and place which they inhabit. The process asked for people 

to talk to each other. To dream with each other and also to commit to each other. This process was a significant 

commitment, and where people found this process hard, the Presbytery committed to providing facilitators to work 

with people on this journey of seeking God and reshaping the church to join God there.  

The Presbytery seeks to work for people. It aims to work in places where the task is too challenging for people. The 

MPAG found itself taking some decisions which the Kirk Session did not suggest, could not suggest or offered 

something other. This is not an easy or light responsibility. It is also a hard place to be when congregations provide 

little guidance. Yet it is a place often the MPAG has found itself. In presenting this to the Presbytery for their 

consideration and approval, the MPAG were conscious of the strain of this task and its responsibilities. It has sought 

expert advice on various matters, as per the normal practice and procedure of the church. In particular around 

statistical analysis within Giving to Grow figures and population data. The Presbytery Mission Officer and Buildings 

Officer offered helpful advice, and the Presbytery Clerk and Depute offered timely legal advice.  

This structure commits the Presbytery to work in a way in which subsidiarity is key. The lowest court should take 

the decision or discuss any matter where possible. This means that local congregations should be able to take 

decisions which affect them (wherever possible). As the saying goes Nothing about us, without us, is for us.6 

While Presbytery is committed to this, it also has constraints placed upon it by General Assembly. This will be 

expanded upon later, but it is significant to note that the Presbytery, as a higher court than Kirk Sessions, 

interrogated and discussed every and all suggestions which were put to it before deciding if things were to be 

endorsed and then presented to the Presbytery for their consideration; or whether to present something else 

contrary to the Kirk Session decision.7 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ¢ŜŀƳΣ bƻǾ нлнмπ{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнн  

FVandC attempted a Presbytery Mission Planning process as its first joint piece of work with representatives from 

each of the legacy Presbyteries. This effort was unsuccessful. This effort was foundational as it asked congregations 

to speak to each other and consider the future shape and resourcing of the Church of Scotland with the Presbytery. 

This work was useful and created a base of knowledge and relationships which shaped the work of this plan. We 

thank those involved in that process.  

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ !Ŏǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ όat!Dύ  
Following the resignation of the Mission Plan Team (MPT) a new team was set up.  Presbytery tasked the Resourcing 

Mission Team, through its nomination process with seeking names for Presbyteryõs approval, to form a new Mission 

Plan Action Group. Nominations were circulated for approval at a meeting called for that purpose, including 

                                                      
4 Wells, Samuel, and Marcia A. Owen. Living without Enemies: Being Present in the Midst of Violence. Downers Grove, US-IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2011. 
5 Wells, Samuel, and Marcia A. Owen. Living without Enemies: Being Present in the Midst of Violence. Downers Grove, US-IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2011. 
6 This sloganõs origins are subject to debate, but it has been used extensively by social and economic campaigners, including 

notably in South Africa by the anti-apartheid movement. https://scvo.scot/p/13499/2016/09/05/nothing-about-us-without-us-is-

for-us 
7 There is a register of MPAG members' interests in appendix F and G. 

https://scvo.scot/p/13499/2016/09/05/nothing-about-us-without-us-is-for-us
https://scvo.scot/p/13499/2016/09/05/nothing-about-us-without-us-is-for-us
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identifying an independent convener, from a neighbouring Presbytery. The Mission Plan Action Group (MPAG) is 

made up of 11 presbyters and an independent convener, was approved by Presbytery at a pro re nata meeting called 

on 25 October 2022, and began work immediately. The group has met nearly every week or more frequently since 

then.   

It was recognised that, having regard to the strict time constraints and volume of work facing MPAG, that a full-time 

person was required to assist in the delivery of the Mission Plan. Approval was obtained to recruit a suitable person, 

and despite two recruitment adverts being placed along with the canvassing of suitable candidates, no applications 

were received.8  In order to meet the deadlines for delivery, Presbytery staff were called on to provide invaluable 

assistance to MPAG, which they did in addition to their regular job. 

At a meeting called for the purpose, Presbytery approved a òbottom upó process, in which each congregation was 

asked to form a cluster with others that they would want to work with.9 This process of working together created a 

common vision of what mission could be, based on what assets congregations contributed to the conversation.10   

The MPAG developed a Mission Plan Cluster Form for clusters to complete together showing the plan for the 

mission of the new group.11 Within the Cluster Mission Plan form, local parties could express the logic and principles 

behind their decisions.  Facilitation was offered for clusters who requested it.12 Later the MPAG also developed two 

sub-groups, one group looking at drafting the Presbyteryõs Mission Plan itself and one group focused on buildings.13 

While many congregations returned to clusters that had been recommended by the previous committee, starting 

clustering quite quickly, some congregations found the process of creating or entering a cluster troublesome and 

were offered significant support from members of the MPAG and Presbytery staff. 

The missional nature of responses was broad. They ranged from challenging, experimental, risk taking to a 

replication which seeks to maintain what exists.  

Completed proformas were read by at least two members of MPAG and feedback was provided, asking for clarity 

and further details around key areas of their mission plan and form of adjustment. However for some congregations 

where clustering had been a very difficult process the proformas were not submitted in time for additional detail to 

be sought. For clusters who could not produce an agreed proforma each congregation was asked to submit 

comments as to where they felt the discussions so far had led. Those outwith the clustering process were asked to 

contribute ideas in a similar manner to those clusters who could not submit agreed proformas.  

The proformas from every cluster, together with any subsequent revisions, were then thoroughly examined by the 

drafting group and summarized for approval by MPAG.  At the same time the buildings group were reviewing and 

discussing areas where buildings issues were emerging. MPAG members were encouraged to read the cluster form 

and responses to feedback [if any] of every cluster when drafting or buildings discussions came to MPAG for 

discussion.   

Whilst the subsidiarity approach depends on local decision making, rather than Presbytery control, MPAG was not 

bound by those local decisions. Every cluster submission and its summary were reviewed by MPAG, in 

corroboration with neighbouring cluster[s], and most, but not all, were accepted as being plans that would deliver 

mission effectively and locally.  Where buildings issues had not been clearly resolved the buildings group then did 

more detailed work to clarify this element of each plan. These decisions were then brought to MPAG again to 

approve.   

The final plan in its entirety was reviewed by MPAG before being sent to Presbytery for approval.  

  

                                                      
8 Closing dates for applications for the role were 28 October 2022 and 1 December 2022. A copy of the job description for the 

Implementation Officer Post can be found in appendix E. 
9 A full description of the interactions of the MPAG with congregations/clusters in in Appendix C. 
10 A full description of the process the MPAG followed with congregations through the clustering process is in Appendix B. 
11 There is a blank Cluster Mission Plan Form in appendix D. 
12 There is a facilitation register in online appendix 1. 
13 There is a list of subgroup membership in appendix F. 
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ 
MPAG asked for mission plans to be developed by clusters. This created a process of local decision making. 

However, MPAG was steered also by a wider context of constraints set nationally by the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland. These national constraints were the groundwork of all plans set by FVandC Presbytery. 

Therefore, the MPAG could not accept all proposals presented to it.  

tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ !ŎǘΣ !Ŏǘ у нлнмΣ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ 

This major piece of legislation asked every Presbytery to consider and plan for reshaping and resourcing the Church 

of Scotland within the Presbytery.14 To achieve these changes, several tools were offered to help presbyteries in this 

process. The Act and its supporting tools created constraints for any process the Presbytery created.  

aŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ  
During the clustering process clusters were asked to complete a proforma, the first stage allowed each congregation 

to initially examine what they currently do for each mark of mission, this was then shared with the other 

congregations in the cluster which allowed them to see similarities and to see where areas, when combined, could 

flourish. The plan was then grown from a combined summary of what the cluster could do under each mark of 

mission.  

While most churches will do work that embodies all five marks of mission across church life, certain marks of 

mission take more prominence in mission plans than others due to their unique missional activities. The Presbytery 

has a variety of expressions of Church and all 5 marks of mission are evidenced across the breadth of the plan.15  

The five marks of Mission are  

Å To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom.  

Å To teach, baptise and nurture new believers.  

Å To respond to human need by loving service.  

Å To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation.  

Å To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.  

/ƻŘŜ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ   
Presbytery must prioritise mission through the PMP process. No area of church life is exempt. The code of practice 

helps show the importance of the difference in locational, cultural, social and theological factors as missional drivers. 

Across Presbytery there is sufficient coverage of all aspects of the code of practice, although it is not entirely 

balanced.  

The code of practice headings are.  

¶ Communities, (CofP 1).  

¶ Ecumenism, (CofP 2). 

¶ The Poor, (CofP 3). 

¶ Whole People of God, (CofP 4). 

¶ Congregations, (CofP 5). 

¶ Mixed Economy, (CofP 6). 

¶ Financial Responsibility, (CofP 7). 

¶ Buildings, (CofP 8)16 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ  
Forth Valley and Clydesdale Presbytery were allocated 59.5 FTE centrally funded posts. This figure is given annually 

within the Faith Action Plan Leadership Team reports to the General Assembly. The centrally funded posts within 

FVandC Presbytery will be filled by either inducted Ministers of Word & Sacrament (MWS), and/or Ministries 

Development Staff (MDS) posts which may include Assistant Minister posts.  The Presbytery agreed to a process of 

allocation making use a combination of population data and Giving to Grow assessments to apportion ministry to 

each of the three areas (West, East and South) and thereafter, smaller clusters. 

                                                      
14 Presbytery Mission Plan Act (Act VIII 2020) is available to view on the Church of Scotland website 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/95987/2021-Act-8-Presbytery-Mission-Plan-Act.pdf  
15 A record of the Marks of Mission and the Code of Practice for the entire Presbytery is in appendix A 
16 The full code of practice Prioritising Mission is available online at the Church of Scotland website. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/Presbytery-planning/Presbytery-mission-plan-act-guidance-code-of-practice 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/95987/2021-Act-8-Presbytery-Mission-Plan-Act.pdf
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/presbytery-planning/presbytery-mission-plan-act-guidance-code-of-practice
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²ŜƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ  
The plan seeks to apply these consistently with how they were given by the General Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland. The plan does not seek to adjust these.  

tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀǎ   
Priority Areas have accorded double weighting for population. This can allow for additional staffing (usually an MDS 

post) to be deployed in Priority Areas to develop work with the congregation and 

community. We have 6 congregations in Presbytery who are in priority areas. A congregation 

or building in a priority area can be identified throughout the Mission Plan from their name 

being in a purple shaded box. 

wǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
It has been identified that there are significant allowances which need to be made by the rural context. The legacy 

Presbytery of Lanark has an urban/ rural area status which allows a 1.5 x population figure weighting. This weighting 

is applied to congregations within the former Lanark Presbytery.  A congregation or building 

in this category can be identified throughout the Mission Plan from their name being in a 

green shaded box. 

 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ  
The Presbytery Mission Plan has to be evaluated every 12 months by Presbytery and then concurred with by national 

partners. In a separate process, General Assembly-appointed bodies confirm the centrally funded posts allocation for 

the Presbytery every year at the General Assembly. This means that the plan is the plan for today, but it will evolve. 

It will potentially need to change in responses to national constraints within the near to medium term.  

 
 
 
 

!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ tƻǎǘǎ 
Following the clustering process and after decisions on congregational adjustment, including Dissolutions, were made 

an additional 1.5 FTE ministry allocation was available. In order for Presbytery to fulfil the instruction of the General 

Assembly of 2022 which stated that former Presbytery areas which had received a rural weighting should be 

allocated the number of posts that was calculated for at that time. A 0.5 FTE additional post is reserved by the 

Presbytery to support ministry and mission in the former Presbytery of Lanark area with the nature of said 

deployment to be determined in a future process at an appropriate point during implementation. The decision was 

made to allocate the remaining 1.0 FTE allocation to those clusters most adversely affected by mathematical 

rounding in the cluster allocation process. Two clusters therefore were awarded an additional 0.5 FTE post each 

(see pages 42 and 56). 

  

Priority Area 

Rural 
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CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Řƻǳōǘ  
The following areas of definition and clarification are offered for readers. 

bŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ  
The nomenclature used in this document is the naming system used by the Church of Scotland for statistical analysis 

and financial matters. This naming system may differ from the way in which congregations refer to themselves.  

tŀǊƛǎƘ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ  
The proposals do not contain any proposals for parish boundaries being changed. All maps in this document are for 

illustration only and do not mandate or suggest an external boundary change.  

Where a union is recommended, the new union would maintain the existing boundaries at the outer edges and, in 

this way, would not change the parish boundaries with other charges, and all adjustments would be internal.  

¢ŜŀƳ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  
Where a union has been suggested in this plan, with two or more inducted MWS, the plan understands this will need 

a basis of team ministry included in the basis[s] of adjustment. Likewise, where a Team Ministry is suggested, a basis 

of union is included in the basis[s] of adjustment.  

A simple way to understand it is that a Basis of Union describes how the Kirk Sessions and Charities unite to create 

something new. A basis of Team Ministry describes how inducted MWS come together to create something new.  

Where a staffing compliment of one MWS and one or more MDS workers for a charge is included without a 

consideration of a Basis of Team Ministry by a cluster. Presbytery should, through its implementation team, consider 

whether individuals should be called and/ or appointed on the Basis of a Team Ministry. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŀǝƻƴ  
The only eligible buildings for classification were ecclesiastical buildings. There are three forms of this within the 

Presbytery  

1. Church (main place of worship)  

2. Other churches or halls within a separate building but still housed on the same site as the first 

building.  

3. Other churches or halls within a separate building outwith the site of the first building.  

Any other buildings Kirk Sessions have responsibility for are separate from this categorisation, such as manses or 

charity shops.  

The plan categorises the buildings into three classes. Two classes are specified in the Presbytery Mission Plan Act (A 

& B); the other is not (B*).  

A The building is " ... to be retained beyond the five years from the date at which the Mission Plan 

is approved or annually reviewed".17 The annual evaluation of the Presbytery Mission Plan will 

review building categorisation. Any subsequent changes will be proposed to the Presbytery for 

their decision. Spending rules on the building would be as usual Presbytery procedures. If it is 

discovered a significant amount of money is needed to be spent on a building to make it 

adequate, Presbytery may use this new fact to propose a categorisation change.  

B The building is " ... to be sold, let or otherwise disposed of by a specified date which is within 

five years from the date at which the ecclesiastical building is first categorised as (b)".18 This will 

mean no spending on the building will be authorised by Presbytery beyond wind and watertight 

repairs.   

B* There are three variances of B*, which the plan uses. Where the plan classes a building as B*, 

there is a specific B* statement that relates to these variances. 

¶ The first variance of B* is where there is evidence that the local parties will have a 

complicated conversation and decide on a main place of worship before the first annual 

evaluation. Until the Presbytery approves that decision, only wind and watertight repairs 

can be made on the buildings.  

                                                      
17 Presbytery Mission Planning Act (Act VIII 2021, as amended) 2.1.2 (a) 
18 Presbytery Mission Planning Act (Act VIII 2021, as amended) 2.1.2 (b) 
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¶ The second variance of B* is where specific Kirk Sessions are required to detail and 

propose works on particular buildings. Plans for reconfiguration should be presented by 

the Kirk Session to the Presbytery, along with full costings and financial statements of 

affordability by the congregation, by the date specified. Should the plan be approved by 

Presbytery in consultation with the GTõs then the building would be reclassified at the 

next annual review.  

¶ The third variance of B* is where the plan allows a pioneering approach to church. This 

outworking is to be reviewed by year three of the plan. The B* categorisation pertains 

to the timing of the project review. If it is discovered a significant amount of money is 

needed to be spent on a building to make it adequate, Presbytery may consider a 

categorisation change.  

5ŀǘŜǎ  
The MPAG has generally specified that any B classifications are disposed of at the date of the associated adjustment. 

In exceptions, the MPAG has set a particular date beyond this norm. Any specified date is the last day of the month. 
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Section 2: 

 

The reshaping and resourcing 

of the Church of Scotland within 

the Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale 
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Map of Presbytery Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the purposes of the Presbytery Mission Plan, the Presbytery has been split into three main areas. 

West (Red), East (Blue) and South (Green) 
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Overall Statistics for Presbytery 
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²Ŝǎǘ !ǊŜŀ 
LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
The west area of the Presbytery comprises the largest population area including the large towns of East Kilbride, 

Hamilton, Coatbridge, and Motherwell as well as many smaller towns and villages. The border of the area is 

observable at the north-eastern end by the division between Coatbridge and Airdrie, beyond this  the border is 

around the M8, the border with the south area is more ambiguous and does not conform to a major piece of 

geographic infrastructure.  

Historically Hamilton and Motherwell were ancient settlements dating back to Roman times and medieval times. The 

area of East Kilbride village dates to Neolithic settlements, however it was significantly developed as a new town 

under the Clyde Valley Regional Plan in the 1940s to deal with Glasgowõs population overspill.   

The west area of the Presbytery is mostly an urban and suburban area, including some areas with great levels of 

deprivation and some areas with significant wealth.  The local infrastructure routes via both road and rail makes this 

area popular for commuters working in Glasgow City Centre and the rest of the central belt. This location leads to a 

significant investment in the west area of new housing, creating communities on the outskirts of towns, where 

churches do not currently have a physical presence. 

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ   
At the start of Mission Planning every congregation were asked to form into clusters of two or more congregations. 

Most clusters that have formed are of geographically adjacent Parishes that have much in common. This plan will 

consider within the West area two cross area clusters, one that is a non-contiguous, cross border cluster of South 

and West areas, and one contiguous cross border cluster the West and East areas.  

²Ŝǎǘ !ǊŜŀ aŀǇ 
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²Ŝǎǘ !ǊŜŀ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ 
  



 

 
22 

²Ŝǎǘ !ǊŜŀ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ !ƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ  

(Adjusted to account for plan outcomes) 
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ǿ! 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΥ /ŀŘȊƻǿΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΥ {ƻǳǘƘΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΥ 
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IƻƭȅǘƻǿƴΣ YƛǊƪ hϥ {ƘƻǧǎΣ bŜǿ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴΥ 
²ǊŀƴƎƘƻƭƳ YƛǊƪΣ bŜǿƘŀǊǘƘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŬƴ 

мΦр нΦр 

 
This plan will consider within the West area two cross area clusters, one that is a non-contiguous, cross border 

cluster of South and West areas, and one contiguous cross border cluster the West and East areas.   
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²Ŝǎǘ !ǊŜŀ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ {ƘŜŜǘǎ 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿмόƻƴŜύ 
From to From to 

Coatbridge: New St Andrews 

Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

1 MWS 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

1 x 0.5 MDS  

on Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Coatbridge: Old Monkland 

Vacant, (linked together) 

Coatbridge: Calder  

Coatbridge: Townhead 1 MWS 

Coatbridge: Blairhill-Dundyvan 

Vacant (linked together) 

Coatbridge: Middle  

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach using the resources from all the legacy 

churches.  

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work with young people. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of pastoral care for the local area.  

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by providing varied types, times and locations of services to support community 

engagement and pastoral care, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by coming together positively by working together and supporting each other, 

(CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by exploring alternative forms of worship such as breakfast church, 

worship at different times or days and less formal services.  

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by being active in school communities including messy church and in 

school biblical storytelling.  

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
blue ð Coatbridge: Middle, moss ð Coatbridge: 

Townhead, purple ð Coatbridge: Old Monkland, 

orange ð Coatbridge: Calder, pink ð Coatbridge: 

Blairhill-Dundyvan, dark red ð Coatbridge: New St 

Andrews 

 
purple ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
Note, Coatbridge: Calder church, Coatbridge: Old Monklands church, and, Coatbridge: Old Monklands Session House, have 

been previously given permission for sale by Presbytery as such are not included in this classification.  
 

 

Coatbridge: Blairhill-Dundyvan church B, Coatbridge: Calder halls B, Coatbridge: Middle church B, Coatbridge: Middle halls B 

will close at the date of union   

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Coatbridge: Blairhill-

Dundyvan church 
B*  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and three other sets of halls,  

 

Coatbridge: New St Andrews 

church should be the main place of 

worship. 

 

Coatbridge: New St Andrews halls, 

Coatbridge: Old Monkland halls 

and Coatbridge: Townhead church 

should be used for additional 

missional space. 

Coatbridge: Calder 

separate halls, same site 
B*  B 

Coatbridge: Middle 

church 
B*  B 

Coatbridge: Middle Halls 

separate halls, same site 
B*  B 

Coatbridge: New St 

Andrews church (B 

Listed) 

B*  A 

Coatbridge: New St 

Andrews separate halls 

same site 

B*  A 

Coatbridge: Old 

Monkland separate halls, 

separate site  

B*  A 

Coatbridge: Townhead 

church 
B*  A 
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 /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿ! ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ 
From to From to 

Hamilton: Cadzow 

Single United Charge  

with Basis of Team 

Ministry.  

1 MWS 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

on basis of Team 

Ministry 

Hamilton: Trinity Vacant 

Hamilton: South 

1 MWS (linked with 

Quarter) (reviewable 

tenure) 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Consolidate and expand community service. 

¶ Consolidate and expand worship provision within the new entity. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment by maintaining geographical and new online presence, (3rd article 

declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with the communities offering service where there is need, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging communities through traditional and new forms of worship, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission utilising existing and new forms of worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 5th Mark of Mission by leading on ecological and environmental preservation, promoting 

recycling and encouraging people to work together. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
purple ð Hamilton: Trinity, Yellow ð Hamilton: South, 

Red ð Quarter, Blue ð Hamilton: Cadzow 

 
blue - Single United Charge incorporating the 

dissolved parish of quarter. 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

Hamilton: South church B, to be closed and disposed of at time of union. 

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿ! ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ς vǳŀǊǘŜǊ 
From to From to 

Quarter Dissolved 

1 MWS (linked with 

Hamilton: South) 

(reviewable tenure) 

Dissolved 

Please note: The adjustment of dissolution is used sparingly. The plan uses this reluctantly, although in some cases 

congregations have chosen this adjustment. Where dissolution is suggested, the churches concerned cannot remain on their 

own (which is true of many churches within Presbytery). However, in these cases, either  

1. No possible union or creative solution has emerged, or  

2. A union would not result in a stronger local church than inviting members to individually choose their own 

congregation.  

The charge of Quarter is to be dissolved.  

This dissolution would take place when the interests of the current MWS are terminated from the charge.  

 
This is an appropriate mission shape which reflects the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery 

Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Ensuring that the single united charge congregation and neighbouring Church of Scotland charges would 

continue to engage with communities, the poor, and congregation members of the current charge, (CofP 1, 

CofP 3, CofP 5). 

¶ Ensuring there is significant Ecumenical provision within the local area to ensure varied worship resource for 

members and adherents, including several who offer a style of worship similar to that currently expressed by 

the charge, (CofP 2, CofP 4). 

¶ Ensuring that there is significant national and local provision (within the denomination and ecumenically) of a 

mixed economy approach to mission and worship which may be of some use to the dissolved congregation, 

(CofP 6). 

¶ Recognising that the charge is not financially sustainable currently; therefore acknowledging it is not 

responsible of Presbytery to suggest a different outcome, (CofP 7). 

¶ Recognising that the congregations ecclesiastical building is classified as B within this plan, (CofP 8). 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

The territory of Quarter parish should be incorporated into the single united parish caused by the uniting of Hamilton: Cadzow, 

Hamilton: South, Hamilton: Trinity.  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Hamilton: Cadzow 

church (B Listed) 
B*  A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship, 

and one missional building. 

 

The main place of worship for the 

charge should be negotiated locally 

with Presbytery support during the 

discussions for, and specified in the 

Basis of Union 

Hamilton: Trinity church B*  A 

Hamilton: South church 

(C Listed) 
B*  B 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Quarter church (B 

Listed) 
B*  B 

This building is classified B due to 

the dissolution of the congregation. 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿ. 
From to From to 

Motherwell: Crosshill (Priority 

Area) 
Charge one  

Phase one  

Union of Motherwell: 

Crosshill & Dalziel St 

Andrews 

Vacant (lw St Margretõs) 

Charge one 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS  

Motherwell: Dalziel St Andrews 1 MWS 

Motherwell: North 
Charge two 

Phase two  

Parish Grouping 

between charge 2, 3 

& 4 

1 MWS for linked charge 
Charge two 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS Wishaw: Craigneuk & Belhaven 

(Priority Area) 

 

Motherwell: South 

 

Charge three 

Phase one 

Union Motherwell: 

South & St. Margarets 

 

Phase two 

Parish Grouping 

between charge 2, 3 

& 4 

1 MWS 

Charge three 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

Motherwell: St Margaret's Vacant (lw Crosshill) 

Motherwell: St Mary's 

Charge four 

Phase two 

Parish Grouping 

between charge 2, 3 

& 4 

1 MWS 
Charge four 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure the development of worship in different forms and at different time across the charges.  

¶ New development of Parish grouping to support community, fight injustice and oppression ecumenically.  

¶ Continue and develop youth ministry for all charges. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities in outreach and engagement, (CofP 1). 

¶ Developing existing ecumenical work and partnerships, (CofP 2). 

¶ Working with the poor in a range of initiatives, (CofP 3). 

¶ Developing relevant, contextual worship expressions in different forms across the charges, (CofP 5). 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
green ð Motherwell: North, red ð Motherwell: Dalziel 

St Andrews, brown ð Motherwell: St Maryõs, yellow ð  

Motherwell: Crosshill, orange ς Motherwell: South, 

blue ð Wishaw: Craigneuk & Belhaven,  

purple ð  Motherwell: St Margaretõs   

 
 blue ð charge one, green ð charge two, brown ð 

charge three, gold ð charge four   
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¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by development of contextual worship in different forms. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by developing the youth ministry. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by òtendingó and òsharingó. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
Note: The cluster took no decisions on building classifications during the cluster process. 

B* - A decision between Motherwell: St Margaretõs church and Motherwell: South church will be taken before the date of 

Union in order to decide where the main place of worship should be for the union. Presbytery will resource the basis of union 

discussions. 

Motherwell: Crosshill church B will close at the point of union. 

Wishaw: Craigneuk and Belhaven church will close by 30 June 2024. Presbytery will commit to engage with the congregation 

of Wishaw: Craigneuk and Belhaven, in conjunction with the linked congregation at Motherwell: North to discern what an 

ongoing church presence might look like within the Parish following the closure of the building. 

Motherwell: St Maryõs separate halls have been removed from the buildings categorisation due to the fact the last property 

survey indicates that the halls are integral to the main buildings and are not a separate building  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Motherwell: Crosshill 

church (Priority Area) 

  

B 

These four charges will need a 

variety of buildings.  

 

Charge one 

¶ Motherwell: Dalziel St Andrews 

should be the main worship 

site for the union between 

Dalziel St Andrews & Crosshill. 

Motherwell: Dalziel St 

Andrews church (B 

Listed) 

  

A 

Motherwell: North 

church 

  

A 
Charge two 

¶ Motherwell: North church will 

be the main place of worship 

for that congregation and a 

whilst a worshipping presence 

should remain in the parish of 

Wishaw: Craigneuk and 

Belhaven the present building is 

not suitable (see statement 

below). 

Motherwell: North 

separate halls, same site 

  

A 

Wishaw: Craigneuk & 

Belhaven church 

(Priority Area) 

  

B 

Motherwell: South 

church 

  

B* 
Charge three 

¶ please see B* statement below 

Motherwell: St 

Margaret's church 

  

B* 

Motherwell: St Mary's 

church 

  

A 

Charge four 

¶ Motherwell: St Maryõs to 

continue as main worship site. 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿ/  
From to From to 

Blantyre: Livingstone Memorial   
Charge one 

Phase one   

Union of Blantyre: 

Livingston Memorial, 

Blantyre: St Andrews 

and Blantyre: Old and 

Parish Grouping with 

charge two 

 

Phase two 

Single united charge 

with a Basis of Team 

Ministry. 

1 MWS, linked charge 

(reviewable tenure) 

Charge one 

Phase one 

¶ 1 x 1.0 inducted 

MWS 

 

1 x 0.5 MDS shared 

across the Parish 

Grouping 

 

Phase two 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

1 x 0.5 MDS, 

on Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Blantyre: St Andrews 

Blantyre: Old  Vacant 

Hamilton: Gilmour & Whitehill 

(Priority Area) 

Charge two 

Phase one  

union of Hamilton: 

Gilmour & Whitehill 

and Hamilton: 

Hillhouse and Parish 

Grouping with charge 

one 

 

Phase two  

Adjustment as detailed 

in charge one above. 

Vacant ð linked outwith 

cluster with Hamilton: 

West 

Charge two 

Phase one 

¶ 1 x 1.0 inducted 

MWS 

 

Plus shared Parish 

Grouping staffing as 

detailed in Charge one 

above. 

 

Phase two  

Staffing as detailed in 

charge one above. 

Hamilton: Hillhouse 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Evangelise, targeting young people in particular. 

¶ Serve and proclaim the gospel by word and action within the community. 

¶ Create new ecumenical links. 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
moss ð Blantyre: Livingstone Memorial, green ð 

Blantyre: St Andrews, blue ð Blantyre: Old, Orange ð 

Hamilton: Hillhouse, dark red ð Hamilton: Gilmour & 

Whitehill 

 
dark green ð charge one, light green ð charge two 
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This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Maintaining and developing community work, offering service where there is need, (CofP 1). 

¶ Maintaining and developing ecumenical relationships, (CofP 2). 

¶ Maintaining and developing service to the poor, (CofP 3). 

¶ Maintaining and developing congregations through discipleship, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by focussing on strengthening regular worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through nurturing discipleship. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by offering practical support to combat the effects of poverty. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* - A decision between Blantyre: Livingston Memorial church, Blantyre: St Andrews church, Blantyre: St Andrews hall, Blantyre: 

Old church and Blantyre Old: hall will be taken before the date of the Phase One Union in order to decide where the main 

place of worship should be for the union within Blantyre: with the building[s] not chosen closing at the point of the Phase 1 

Union. 

 
B* - A decisions between Hamilton: Gilmour & Whitehill church and Hamilton: Hillhouse church will be taken before the date 

of the Phase 1 Union in order to decide where the main place of worship should be for the union within Hamilton: with the 

building not chosen closing at the point of the Phase One Union. 

 
  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Blantyre: Livingstone 

Memorial church (B 

Listed) 

B* 

 

B* 

This single united charge will 

require two main places of worship 

with one in Blantyre: and the other 

in Hamilton. 

 

Charge one 

Main place of worship to be 

determined (see B* statement 

below) 

Blantyre: St Andrews 

church 
B* 

 

B* 

Blantyre: St Andrews 

separate hall, same site. 
B* 

 

B* 

Blantyre: Old church (B 

Listed) 
B* 

 

B* 

Blantyre: Old separate 

hall, same site 
B* 

 

B* 

Hamilton: Gilmour & 

Whitehill church 

(Priority Area) (C Listed) 

B* 

 

B* 

Charge two 

Main place of worship to be 

determined (see B* statement 

below) 

Hamilton: Hillhouse 

church 
B* 

 

B* 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿ5 
From  to  From  to  

East Kilbride: Claremont 
Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Vacant 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

on Basis of Team Ministry 
East Kilbride: Mossneuk Vacant 

East Kilbride: South Vacant 

 

Map of what it looks like now  Map of the future looks like 

  

green ð East Kilbride: Mossneuk, brown ð East Kilbride: 

South, Blue ð East Kilbride: Claremont 

  

orange ð Single United Charge   

This is an appropriate missional shape for congregations within this local area in order to  

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach within, the union. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work in community involvement.  

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of discipleship and mission within congregations. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by community outreach and building, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging with congregations taking the church into the community, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by  

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by proclaiming the gospel within communities and outwith churches. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by worshipping together. 

¶ Engaging with the 5th Mark of Mission by making a conscious effort to promote the wellbeing of the 

environment within congregations and communities. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  

East Kilbride: South church B will close at the date of union or before if local parties agree.  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

East Kilbride: Claremont 

church 
A Worship Hub A ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ two places of worship and 

a missional presence within the 

Murray area. 

  

East Kilbride: Claremont and East 

Kilbride: Mossneuk Churches 

should be the places of worship for 

the charge. 
  

East Kilbride: Mossneuk 

church 
A Worship Hub A 

East Kilbride: South 

church 
B 

 Disposal of current 

building with 

commitment to find 

new venue for mission 

in the Murray area 

B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿC 
From to From to 

Bellshill: West  
Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Vacant 
2 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

on basis of Team 

Ministry 
Bellshill: Central 1 MWS 

Bothwell  1 MWS 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and development of worship and mission, currently expressed within three 

congregations by sharing resources and avoiding unnecessary duplication.  

¶ Support the continuation and expansion of community outreach. 

¶ Support the engagement with local councils and community groups to challenge injustice and promote 

awareness.  

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Maintaining engagement with communities through local service activities , (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by nurturing worship leaders, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through worship and outreach. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission through community engagement activities. 

¶ Engaging with the 4th Mark of Mission through relationships with those in power locally. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
purple ð Bothwell, red ð Belshill: West, blue ð Belshill: 

Central 

  
red ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
Note - The Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre building is on long term lease (FRI) by Bellshill: Central and has not been 

categorised by the cluster. 

 
B* - A decision between Bellshill: Central church, Bellshill: West church & Bellshill: West halls will be taken before the date of 

Union in order to decide where the main place of worship should be for the union within Bellshill. Presbytery will resource the 

basis of union discussions. It is considered that this will be a choice between a significant reconfiguration of Bellshill: Central 

church and the entire Bellshill: West site.  

¶ If reconfiguration of one site chosen requires an alternative venue for the duration of the works one of the other 

buildings should be used and then disposed of as soon as the works are complete.  

¶ If limited reconfiguration works are required and the congregation can reasonably use the building at the same time 
then the other building will be disposed of at the date of union along with the third building not being reconfigured or 

used as an alternate venue. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Bellshill: West church (B 

Listed) 
B  B* 

This single united charge will 

require two main places of worship 

with one in Bothwell and the other 

in Bellshill. 

Bellshill: West separate 

halls, same site. 
A  B* 

Bellshill: Central church A  B* 

Bothwell church (A 

Listed) 
A  A 

Bothwell separate halls, 

different site (C Listed) 
A  A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿD   
From to From to 

Uddingston: Old 
Single united charge 

I MWS 
1 x 1.0 MWS 

Uddingston: Burnhead 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and development of worship, mission and outreach within the two congregations, 

combining strengths and removing duplication.  

¶ Continue to be a focus within the local community walking with them, across all ages, on their faith journey. 

¶ Continue and expand the focus on the poor. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by walking with people on their faith journeys, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging with the poor by ensuring a continuing presence within the legacy Uddingston: Burnhead parish 

area, (CofP 3). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by combining resources and talents to establish a growth agenda, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by worshipping together and providing different forms of church e.g. 

Messy Church, Godly Play. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission through pastoral care and community engagement across the single 

united charge area. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* Statement ð Both buildings are categorised as B* for one year following concurrence and approval of the plan. During this 

period of discernment and developing mission the charge will work with the Presbytery group tasked with implementing the 

plan, which it is hoped will enable genuine development of mission in all areas within the new charge and determine whether a 

Church and separate building for missional engagement is required. 

  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
brown ð Uddingston: Old, yellow ð Uddingston: 

Burnhead 

 
blue ð Single United Charge 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Uddingston: Old church 

(B Listed) 
A  B* This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and one place for missional 

engagement. 
Uddingston: Burnhead 

church 
A  B* 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǿI 
From to From to 

Hamilton: Old 

Single United charge 

1 MWS 

1 x 1.0 MWS 

Hamilton: West 

Vacant (linkage outwith 

cluster with Hamilton: 

Gilmour & Whitehill) 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach while ending needless duplication.  

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work with young people. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of chaplaincy and pastoral care for the local area.  

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through developing mission across the parish, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by nurturing the talents of the congregation, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7).  

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by offering diverse worshipping opportunities for all ages. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by engaging in chaplaincy and outreach. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Hamilton: West church B will close at the date of union 

 

  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
Blue ð Hamilton: West, green ð Hamilton: Old  

Yellow ð Single United Charge 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Hamilton: Old church (A 

Listed) 
A Main worship site A 

This single united charge will 

require one place of worship. 

Hamilton: Old separate 

halls, separate site (B 

Listed) 

A 
Ongoing hall 

commitments  
A 

Hamilton: West church 

(B Listed) 
B 

possible business case 

in 3 years 
B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ƴκŀ ς ¦ŘŘƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΥ ±ƛŜǿǇŀǊƪ 
Clustering did not work for this congregation, therefore an individual submission from the Kirk session was received for 

consideration by the MPAG. After consideration the following decisions were made in relation to the congregation. 

From to From to 

Uddingston: Viewpark 

Charge continues 

unadjusted with a 

review and evaluation 

of the project in Year 

2 to allow decisions 

to be made on the 

future shape of the 

project at the third 

annual review of the 

Mission Plan. 

1 MWS 1 x 0.5 inducted MWS  

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue to develop the gift of community ministry in the Parish, with a particular focus on ministry to those 

under 40 and to support other congregations seeking to build a community ministry. 

¶ Enable the exponential growth of Godõs Kingdom in the area by using learned experience and lessons 

learned to pass on gained knowledge and support other churches.  

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Continuing the development of community ministry, (CofP 1). 

¶ Supporting the ecumenical approach to missional activity, (CofP 2). 

¶ Continuing to support the poor in the parish through the Viewcare Project, (CofP 3). 

¶ Supporting the whole people of God by offering a pioneering outreach mentoring hub, (CofP 4). 

¶ Developing a mixed economy a range of varied worship opportunities, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with Mark of Mission 1 by regular and varied worship and missional activity. 

¶ Engaging with Mark of Mission 2 through proactive outreach ministry and provisions for development of 

spiritual health.  

¶ Engaging with Mark of Mission 3 by working together with those in need.  

¶ Engaging with Mark of Mission 4 through the work of the Viewcare Project. 

Uddingston Viewpark shall continue and over a two-year period, the mission proposal as presented by the Kirk 

Session will be developed in consultation with the appropriate Presbytery Committee. After two years there will be 

a review to consider if this should continue as a) an extension of the work of the parish or b) look to be formally 

adopted as a Presbytery Mission Initiative at the conclusion of year three. Should either prove to not be successful, 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
Green ð Uddingston: Viewpark 

 
Green ð Uddingston: Viewpark 
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following the Year 3 evaluation, the Presbytery will need to evaluate the future for the parish. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* statement ð The place of the building to be reviewed at the evaluation of the project at the third annual review of the 

Mission Plan.   

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Uddingston Viewpark 

church 
A 

To continue with wide 

programme of daily 

missional activity 

B*  
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝƪм 
Clustering did not work for these congregations, therefore individual submissions from the Kirk sessions were received for 

consideration by the MPAG. After consideration the following decisions were made in relation to the congregations.  

 
From  to  From  to  

East Kilbride: Greenhills 
Single United Charge 

Vacant 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS  

1 x 0.5 MDS East Kilbride: Westwood 1 MWS 

 
Map of what it looks like now  Map of the future looks like 

  
orange ð East Kilbride: Greenhills, green ð East Kilbride: 

Westwood  

  
Green ð Single United Charge  

This is an appropriate missional shape for congregations within this local area in order to  

¶ Create an ecumenical approach to mission and worship within the single united parish area.  

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work of community involvement.  

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ engaging with communities, through relationships with local partners and groups, (CofP 1).  

¶ engaging ecumenically with developing relationships with neighbouring denominations and also an interfaith 

basis, (CofP 2).  

¶ engaging with congregations through worship provision, prayer groups, and communication, (CofP 5).  

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7).  

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through developing partnerships with community groups and use of 

target media/branding. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission developing a system of baptism and nurture of new believers, while 

also developing elder/ member led faith. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  
Clustering has not worked for these congregations, therefore individual submissions from the Kirk sessions were received for 

consideration by the MPAG. 

 
East Kilbride: Greenhills church B to be closed at time of Union.  

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

East Kilbride: 

Westwood church  
A 

Main worship site for 

union  
A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and a mission and worship space 

within Greenhills community. 

 

Westwood will be the main place 

of worship for the charge. 

Whilst the building in Greenhills is 

unsuitable for ongoing use, a space 

for worship and missional 

endeavours should be explored. 

East Kilbride: Greenhills 

church  
B*   B 



 

 
42 

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝƪн 
Clustering has not worked for these congregations, therefore individual submissions from the Kirk sessions were received for 

consideration by the MPAG. After consideration the following decisions were made in relation to the congregations. 

 

From  to   From  to   

East Kilbride: Moncreiff   

Charge one 

Phase one   
¶ East Kilbride: 

Moncreiffand 

Parish Grouping 

with Charge two  

 
Phase two   

Single United Charge 

between Charges one 

and two 

1 MWS  

Charge one 

Phase one  

Charge one  

¶ 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

 

Phase two 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

and either  

1 x 1.0 MDS or 1 x 1.0 

inducted MWS to be 

determined at phase two; 

plus an additional 1 x 0.5 

MDS (see page 13) 

East Kilbride: Old   

Charge two 

Phase one   

¶ Union of East 

Kilbride: Old, 

Stewartfield & 

West and Parish 

Grouping with 

Charge one  

 
Phase two   

Adjustment as detailed in 

charge one above. 

1 MWS  

Charge two 

Phase one  

Charge two  

¶ 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

 
Phase two 

Staffing as detailed in 

charge one above. 

East Kilbride: Stewartfield  Vacant  

East Kilbride: West   1 MWS  

  

Map of what it looks like now  Map of the future looks like 

  
orange ð East Kilbride: West, light green ð East Kilbride: 

Stewartfield, purple ð East Kilbride: Old, brown ð East 

Kilbride: Moncreiff  

  
blue ð Phase two Single United Charge  

  

  

This is an appropriate missional shape for congregations within this loca l area in order to   

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach within the four separate congregations while 

ending needless duplication.  

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work of community involvement including schools work. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of eco-congregation work. 
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This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order tocontribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by  

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through partnership with schools and community groups, offering provision of a 

community space for all, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by provision of Sunday worship, and focusing on developing and supporting 

spiritual growth, (CofP 5).  

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7).  

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order tocontribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by  

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through Sunday worship, chaplaincy and social media presence. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through study groups and youth work and pastoral care. 

¶ Engaging with the 5th Mark of Mission through ongoing work by Eco congregation status. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  
Clustering has not worked for these congregations, therefore individual submissions from the Kirk sessions were received for 

consideration by the MPAG. 

 

Note: East Kilbride: Stewartfield do not have an ecclesiastical building to be considered. 

 

B* statement ð The buildings of East Kilbride: Old church, East Kilbride: Old halls and East Kilbride: West church. The 

Congregations of Old, West, Stewartfield and Moncreiff to cooperate on plans for redevelopment/reconfiguration of buildings 

with a final decision on which will be the main place of worship to be made prior to the time of phase one union or as part of 

the Annual Review of the Presbytery Mission Plan. 

 

East Kilbride: Old: Glebe Street Halls B, to be disposed of at time of phase one union. 

 

East Kilbride: Moncreiff church B, to be disposed of at time of phase two union. 
 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

East Kilbride: 

Moncreiff church  
A 

Main worship site for 

union with East 

Kilbride: Stewartfield  

 B 
This single united charge, in phase 

two, will require one main place of 

worship and two additional 

buildings (see B* statement below).  

 

The two charges of phase one 

should have one main place of 

worship each. 

 

Phase one: 

Charge one.  

¶ main place of worship for 

charge one, please see B* 

statement below. 

Charge two.  

¶ East Kilbride: Moncreiff should 

be main place of worship 

East Kilbride: Old 

churchל(B Listed) 
A 

Main worship site for 

union with East 

Kilbride: West  

 B*  

East Kilbride: Old halls, 

separate halls, same site  
A    B*  

East Kilbride: Old Glebe 

St halls, separate halls, 

separate site  

B    B 

East Kilbride: West 

church (B Listed) 
A    B*  
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŏ! 
From to From to 

Hamilton: St Johnõs 

Charges continue 

unadjusted 

with a review and 

evaluation of the 

project in Year 2 to 

allow decisions to be 

made on the future 

shape of the project 

at the third annual 

review of the Mission 

Plan. 

1 MWS 

2 x 0.5 inducted MWS 

posts, one based in 

each charge.  

Lanark Greyfriars (rural) 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Reach out to a new church community with a digitally enabled ministry complemented by geographically 

focussed activities, targeting young people in particular.  

o This to be enabled by the creating of an Experimental Missional Community that will pursue hybrid 

forms of worship and engagement.  

¶ Enable new and existing people and groups to engage with ôchurchõ across all aspects of Christian life and 

outreach. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintain a territorial commitment through local, and new developed online, presence, (3rd article 

declaratory).  

¶ Enhance engagement with the community, offering service where there is need and providing opportunities 

for communities across the Presbytery to nurture faith, (CofP 1). 

¶ Supporting an ecumenical approach to mission and church life, (CofP 2). 

¶ Continuing to support the poorest in communities through drop-in project job clubs and other initiatives, 

(CofP 3). 

¶ Enhance the Whole People of God by expanding mission, not constrained by geographic boundaries and 

developing new opportunities for service, (CofP 4, CofP 5). 

¶ Developing a mixed economy through exploring alternative ways to deliver the message by digital means, 

(CofP 6). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7).  

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engage with the 1st Mark of Mission through worship and mission using digital platforms. 

¶ Engage with the 2nd Mark of Mission by a mix of in person and digitally enabled activities, with a focus on 

young people and those for whom engagement in new forms of church will grow the ôchurchõ community. 

¶ Engage with the 3rd Mark of Mission by creating ways to work with those in need in both traditional, and 

non-traditional ways. 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
pink ð Hamilton: St Johns, moss ð Lanark: Greyfriars 

 
 pink ð Hamilton: St Johns, moss ð Lanark: Greyfriars 
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¶ Engage with the 4th Mark of Mission through existing and new areas of work: drop-in centre, job clubs and 

anti-poverty strategies. 

¶ Engage with the 5th Mark of Mission by continuing Eco-Congregation engagement; reaching out through 

schools work to engage with the integrity of creation and exploring sustainability and renewal; and a 

continuing commitment to Fair Trade products and Creation Season. 

Hamilton: St. Johnõs and Lanark: Greyfriars shall continue and over a two-year period, the mission proposal as 

presented by the Kirk Sessions will be developed in consultation with the appropriate Presbytery Committee. After 

two years there will be a review to consider if this should continue as a) an extension of the work of the parishes or 

b) look to be formally adopted as a Presbytery Mission Initiative at the conclusion of year three. Should either prove 

to not be successful, following the Year 3 evaluation, the Presbytery will need to evaluate the future for the parishes. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* statement ð The place of the buildings to be reviewed at the evaluation of the project at the third annual review of the 

Mission Plan.   

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Hamilton: St. Johns (B 

Listed) 
A  B* 

 
Lanark: Greyfriars 

(rural) (B Listed) 
A  B* 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŏ. 
From to From to 

Kirk OõShotts 

Single United Charge 

Vacant ð linked outwith 

cluster with Chapelhall 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

1 x 0.5 MDS 

Newarthill & Carfin 
1 MWS 

New Stevenston Wrangholm 

Kirk 
Vacant ð linked charge 

Holytown 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Reshape the presence of the Church of Scotland within in the newly united parish.  

¶ Create a new MDS post within community development, specifically to engage with Under 40õs. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by  

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Promoting community engagement by developing links. (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations in the development of skills and talents, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engage with the 1st Mark of Mission by offering regular worship in different ways. 

¶ Engage with the 3rd Mark of Mission through pastoral care and giving. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
Blue ð Newarthill & carfin, Yellow ð New Stevenson: 

Wrangholm Kirk, red ð Holytown, Blue ð Kirk 

OõShotts 

 
dark red ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Kirk OõShotts church B, Holytown church B and New Stevenston Wrangholm Kirk church B will close at the date of union 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Kirk OõShotts church (B 

Listed) 
B  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and two other sets of halls. 

 

Newarthill & Carfin church should 

be the main place of worship. 

Kirk OõShotts Salsburgh 

separate halls separate 

site 

A 
Worship and 

community space. 
A 

Newarthill & Carfin 

church  
B* 

a place of worship; and 

also, halls for mission 
A 

Holytown church B* a place of worship B 

Holytown separate halls, 

separate site 
B* 

a church hall, 

community, and 

mission facility 

A 

New Stevenston 

Wrangholm Kirk church 
B  B 
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9ŀǎǘ !ǊŜŀ 
LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
The East area is made up of the charges from the Airdrie area to the top north and east section of Presbytery. This 

is not clearly marked for the most part as the division between Coatbridge and Airdrie, the division between Airdrie 

and Kirk of Shotts and a for a small part by the M8 motorway. The main towns of Airdrie and Falkirk can date their 

history back to 1141 for Airdrie, and at least to a roman fort along the Antoine wall in the case of Falkirk. The East 

area is governed in civil law by part of North Lanarkshire Council and also most of Falkirk Council.   

Historically Airdrie was known for its weaving trade, while Falkirk was once an industrial area based around Iron 

Works, also cotton mills, coal mines and foundries. In the East area these have disappeared over the last hundred 

years and the only heavy industries that remain are to be found along the Forth in Grangemouth and Boõness and are 

mainly petrochemical related. Within Airdrie historic immigration from the Highlands and Ireland in the mid-1800s 

coupled with large unemployment post war, created a town where industrial estates of small companies provide a 

significant amount of employment. Mass employment opportunities centre around employers such as the Albert 

Bartlett and Son factory in Airdrie, the INEOS petrochemical plant in Grangemouth, and the NHS via the Monklands 

hospital in Airdrie and the Forth Valley Hospital, based in Larbert, just outside Falkirk. Within the East area there is 

also a significant farming community.  

The area is dominated by good commuter links, via road and rail to the major cities and towns of the central belt, 

including Edinburgh, Glasgow, Stirling, Paisley, Motherwell and Hamilton.  This has led to the East area becoming a 

commuter zone, with many people travelling for work, east and west to the major cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow.  

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ   
As the new planning group started its work, every congregation was asked to form into clusters of two or more 

congregations. Most clusters that have formed are of geographically adjacent Parishes that have much in common. 

The non-contiguous cross border cluster between the West and East areas will be considered by MPAG within the 

West Area.  

9ŀǎǘ !ǊŜŀ aŀǇ 
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9ŀǎǘ !ǊŜŀ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ 
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9ŀǎǘ !ǊŜŀ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ !ƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ  

(Adjusted to account for plan outcomes) 
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Ŝр 
.ƻƴƴȅōǊƛŘƎŜΥ {ǘ IŜƭŜƴǎΣ 5ŜƴƴȅΥ hƭŘΣ 5ŜƴƴȅΥ 

²ŜǎǘǇŀǊƪΣ 5ǳƴƛǇŀŎŜΣ IŀƎƎǎ 
нΦр нΦр 

Ŝс 
.ƭŀŎƪōǊŀŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛŜƭŘƘƛƭƭΣ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴǎΣ 

aǳƛǊŀǾƻƴǎƛŘŜΣ {ƭŀƳŀƴƴŀƴ  
н пΦр 

Ŝт 
CŀƭƪƛǊƪΥ [ŀǳǊƛŜǎǘƻƴΣ tƻƭƳƻƴǘΥ hƭŘΣ wŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

²ŜǎǘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 
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DǊŀƴƎŜƳƻǳǘƘΥ !ōōƻǘǎƎǊŀƴƎŜΣ DǊŀƴƎŜƳƻǳǘƘΥ YƛǊƪ 
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ŜC .ƻǘƘƪŜƴƴŀǊ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊƻƴǎƘƻǊŜ π ŘƛǎǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƴκŀ ƴκŀ 

ŜƎ 
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  CŀƭƪƛǊƪΥ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ²Ŝǎǘ π ŘƛǎǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƴκŀ ƴκŀ 

 
Please note ð The Cross Area cluster which includes Kirk oõShotts will be considered in this plan within the West 

Area. 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝр 
From to From to 

Denny: Old (linked with Haggs) Charge one 

Phase one 

Union of Denny: Old 

and Haggs 

 

Phase two  

Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

1 MWS (linked) 

Charge one 

Phase one 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS. 

 

Phase two   

Either 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS  

1 x 0.5 MDS  

or  

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

1 x 1.0 MDS  

1 x 0.5 MDS 

In a Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Haggs (linked with Denny Old) 

Bonnybridge: St Helens 

Charge two 

Phase one  

Union with 

Bonnybridge: St Helens 

with either Denny: 

Westpark or Dunipace.  

Phase two  

Adjustment as detailed in 

charge one above. 

 

Charge three 

Phase one  

The other 

congregation not in 

Charge two (Denny: 

Westpark or 

Dunipace) remaining 

unadjusted. 

Phase two  

Adjustment as detailed in 

charge one above. 

Vacant 

Charge two 

Phase one  

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS.   

Phase two  

Staffing as detailed in 

charge one above. 

 

Charge three 

Phase one  

1 x 0.5 inducted MWS 

Phase two  

Staffing as detailed in 

charge one above. 

Denny: Westpark 1 MWS 

Dunipace  1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue and develop community wide missional outreach programmes e.g. alpha courses, messy church. 

¶ Develop church visibility in the community, creating a more positive image of the church. 

¶ Creation of a ministry team drawn from members, adherents and regular church goers. 

 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
blue ð Bonnybridge: St Helens, yellow ð Haggs, orange 

ð Denny: Old, red ð Denny: Westpark green - 

Dunipace 

 
blue ð Phase two Single United Charge 
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This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery  in order to  contribute to the 

Presbytery õs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by engaging in community partnerships and community research to discern and 

help develop new areas of missional activity, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God by creating a new ministry team drawn from members, adherents 

and regular church goers in developing skills and talents for ministry. (CofP 4) 

¶ Engaging with congregations, by providing worship, shared pastoral support and other forms of chaplaincy, 

(CofP 5).  

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 
 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through active outreach alpha, Holiday clubs and detached youth work. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through encouraging, active prayer life, bible studies, fellowship based 

youth work 

 

 .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

B* statement. The choice between Denny: Old church and Denny: Westpark church to take place at the date of the phase 

two union within the basis of union conversations. This choice is to identify the main place of worship within Denny. The 

building not chosen will close at date of phase two union.  

 

Haggs church B, Haggs hall B will close at the date of the Phase One union. Dunipace church B will close at the date of the 

phase two union.   

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Denny: Old church (B 

Listed) 
B*  B* 

This single united charge in phase 

two will require one main place of 

worship in Denny and one south of 

the motorway.  

In phase one it will be necessary 

for Charges one and two each to 

have one main place of worship & 

Charge three to retain the building. 

 

Charge one 

Phase one 

Denny Old should be the main 

place of Worship. 

Haggs church (C Listed) B*  B 

Haggs separate halls, 

separate site 
B*  B 

Bonnybridge: St Helens 

church (C Listed) 
B*  A 

Charge two 

Phase one (depending on the 

outcome of adjustment discussions 

with Bonnybridge) 

Denny: Westpark or Dunipace 

should be the main place of 

worship, with a separate building at 

Bonnybridge: St Helens. 

 

Charge three 

Phase one (the other church not in 

charge two) Dunipace or Denny: 

Westpark should be the main place 

of worship. 

Denny: Westpark 

church 
B*  B* 

Dunipace church B*  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝс 
From to From to 

Blackbraes & Shieldhill 

Single United Charge 

with a Local Mission 

Church 

Vacant [linked charge] 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS,  

2 x 0.5 MDS 

Muiravonside 

Brightons 1 MWS 

Slammanan Guardianship 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Maintain and develop of worship, mission and outreach combining resources from the four congregations.  

¶ support the continuation and expansion community outreach from 2 enhanced base locations with 

Slamannan defined as a local mission church. 

¶ Ensure a radical culture change of the Church of Scotland in this area. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities, by ways such as the Alpha course, or baby basket type ministry. (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations, in worship and discipleship through Bible study and Prayer circles. (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through the core calling and purpose ôto invite, encourage and enable 

people to follow Jesus Christ, including but limited to worship and youth work activities.  

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through discipleship and study activities including Alpha, bible studies 

and Prayer groups.  

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
red ð Slammanan, green ð Blackbraes and Shieldhill, 

yellow ð Brightons, blue ð Muiravonside 

 
green ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Blackbraes & Shieldhill church B and Muiravonside church B will close at the date of union. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Blackbraes & Shieldhill 

church 
B  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and also one local mission church 

venue in Slammanan. 

 

Brightons should be the main place 

of worship. 

Brightons church (C 

Listed) 
A  A 

Muiravonside church (B 

Listed) 
B  B 

Slammanan church (B 

Listed) 
A  A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝт 
From to From to 

Falkirk: Laurieston 

Single United Charge 
Vacant (linked) 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

plus an additional 1x 0.5 

MDS (see page 13) 
Redding & Westquarter 

Polmont: Old 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Create one church with a one mission statement, stronger than individual congregations. 

¶ Maintain, establish and develop links with the community. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities, by provision of hall hire based outreach, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations, through Social media, Communication and website, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission maintaining a physical presence in the three parish areas. 

¶ Engaging with the 5th Mark of Mission through Eco congregation status. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
yellow ð Redding & Westquarter, green ð Falkirk: 

Laurieston, blue ð Polmont: Old 

 
purple ð {ƛƴƎƭŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊƎŜ 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Laurieston church B and Polmont: Old church B, to be closed and disposed of at time of union. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

wŜŘŘƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

B*  A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and three halls to facilitate mission 

for the new union 

 

Redding & Westquarter Church to 

be main place of worship 

Redding & Westquarter 

separate halls, same site 
A 

community outreach ð 

mother and toddlers 

etc. 

A 

Laurieston church B*  B 

Laurieston separate 

halls, same site 
A 

Community outreach ð 

health and wellbeing, 

the guild, community 

cafe 

A 

Polmont Old church (B 

Listed) 
B*  B 

Polmont Old separate 

halls separate site 
A 

community outreach, 

community cafe  
A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝмл 
From to From to 

Grangemouth: Abbotsgrange 

Charge one 

Phase one 

Union of 

Grangemouth: Zetland 

and Grangemouth: 

Abbotsgrange 

 

Phase two 

Single United Charge 

Vacant 

Charge one 

Phase one 

Charge one: 1 x 1.0 

inducted MWS 

 

Phase two 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

1 x 0.5 MDS 

Grangemouth: Zetland 1 MWS 

Grangemouth: Kirk of the Holy 

Rood  

Charge two 

Phase one 

Grangemouth: Kirk of 

the Holy Rood remains 

unadjusted 

 

Phase two  

Adjustment as detailed in 

charge one above. 

1 MWS 

Charge two 

Phase one 

Charge two: 1 x 0.5 

inducted MWS 

 

Phase two  

Staffing as detailed in 

charge one above. 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Create one church presence stronger than individual congregations. 

¶ Maintain, establish and develop links with the community including youth work and anti-poverty work. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through chaplaincy, youth work and local community partnerships, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging with the poor through work with foodbank[s], Christian Against Poverty, Hospice, Prison work, 

(CofP 3). 

¶ Engaging with congregations through diverse and inclusive worship, and pastoral care of all, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission within outreach to the local community and providing community 

pastoral care. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through the development of house groups, work with young people.  

  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
Orange ð Grangemouth: Abbotsgrange, blue ð 

Grangemouth: Zetland, red ς Grangemouth: Kirk of 

the Holy Rood 

 
blue ð {ƛƴƎƭŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊƎŜ 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
Grangemouth: Abbotsgrange church B, to be disposed of at time of phase one union. 

Grangemouth: Kirk of the Holy Rood church B, to be disposed of at time of phase two union or earlier should discussions 

between Local Authority and all parties move forward. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

DǊŀƴƎŜƳƻǳǘƘΥ 
!ōōƻǘǎƎǊŀƴƎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

B  B 

This single united charge, in Phase 

two, will require one main place of 

worship. 

 

Phase one 

Charge one 

Grangemouth: Zetland should be 

the main place of worship. 

Charge two 

Grangemouth: Kirk of the Holy 

Rood should be the main place of 

worship. 

 

Phase Two 

Grangemouth: Zetland to be the 

main place of worship 

 

Grangemouth: Kirk of 

the Holy Rood church 
B  B 

Grangemouth: Zetland 

church (B Listed) 
A  A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝ!  
From to From to 

Airdrie: Clarkston 

Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

1 MWS 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

on Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Airdrie: Cairnlea 

1 MWS (linked) 

Calderbank 

Chapelhall 
Vacant (linked outwith 

cluster to Kirk OõShotts) 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ground mission through multiple approaches to worship and witness with particular investment in those 
aged 40 and under. 

¶ Build on existing strengths, knowledge and resources to reach out across the different communities including 

schools and charities. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ It will engage with communities through working together to support the resources needed to continue 

engagement on a number of levels including messy church, (CofP 1). 

¶ It will engage with congregations through all age activities and groups with particular needs across the area 

and outreach to the community, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by offering multiple approaches to worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through engagement with under 40õs e.g. Messy Church, holiday club, 

youth fellowship. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ 
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
purple ð Airdrie: Clarkston, yellow ð Chapelhall, 

green ð Calderbank, blue ð Airdrie: Cairnlea 

 
green ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Airdrie: Clarkston church B, Calderbank church B, Chapelhall church B and Chapelhall halls B will close at the date of union.  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Airdrie: Clarkston 

church (C Listed) 
B  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and two other buildings which can 

facilitate mission and worship. 

 

Airdrie: Cairnlea should be the 

main place of worship. 

Airdrie: Clarkston Halls should be 

retained. 

 

Whilst the buildings in Chapelhall 

are unsuitable for ongoing use, the 

site should be redeveloped by the 

new charge 

Airdrie: Clarkston 

separate halls, same site 
A 

Current and future 

missional activity 

envisaged considerable 

A 

Airdrie: Cairnlea church 

(B Listed) 
A 

Redevelopment and 

investment in 2020 
A 

Calderbank church (C 

Listed) 
B* 

Feasibility study 

needed, retain presence 

but not all parts 

B 

Chapelhall church (B 

Listed) 
B* 

Feasibility study 

needed, retain presence 

but not all parts 

B 

Chapelhall separate 

halls, same site 
B* 

Feasibility study 

needed, retain presence 

but not all parts 

B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝ.  
From to From to 

Boõness: Old 
Single United Charge 

1 MWS 
1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

Boõness: St Andrews Vacant 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Provide welcoming and inclusive worship services in varied styles and times to explore and grow in faith. 

¶ Ensure they are meeting local needs by carrying out a community audit. 

¶ Raise up champions to further work in promoting eco congregations, peace and justice. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice byé 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities, through the community audit. (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God by providing training for mission, discipleship and leading worship. 

(CofP 4). 

¶ Engaging with congregations, by providing varied styles and times of welcoming and inclusive worship plus 

other faith growing opportunities. (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through varied styles and times of worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by training in mission & discipleship. 

¶ Engaging with the 4th Mark of Mission by training members and adherents in peace & justice. 

¶ Engaging with the 5th Mark of Mission through eco congregation work and building renewal. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
Boõness St Andrewõs church B will close at the date of union.  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
red ð Boõness: St Andrews, green ð Boõness: Old, 

black ð dissolving congregation of Carriden area 

which will transfer to St Andrews upon dissolution. 

 
brown ð Single United Charge 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Boõness: Old church (B 

Listed) 
A 

Refurbishment of 

heating, space, traffic 

management, 

accessibility, òecoó 

efficiency 

A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship. 

Boõness: St Andrews 

church (B Listed) 
B 

Retained until work 

completed on Old 

Building 

B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝ/  

 

As a Local Ecumenical Partnership, Falkirk: Grahamston United lies outwith the Presbytery Mission 

Planning process. 

The plan will take account of any LEP arrangements which affect it.  

 
From to From to 

 

Falkirk: Bainsford 

 

incorporation into 

existing Falkirk: 

Grahamston United LEP.  

Vacant 

Centrally Funded post 

allocation already made to 

LEP 

 

Falkirk: Bainsford will be incorporated into the existing Falkirk: Grahamston United LEP as per local 

recommendations and agreements. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Ensuring the presbyteryõs engagement with ecumenical partners in realising the territorial commitment of 3rd 

article declaratory, (CofP 1, CofP 2). 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Falkirk: Bainsford church B, will be closed at the time of their incorporation into the Local Ecumenical Partnership. 

  

From 

Falkirk: Grahamston United, LEP. 

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
blue ð Falikrk: Bainsford, yellow: Falkirk: Grahamston 

United LEP 

 
blue ð Falkirk: Grahamston United LEP 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Falkirk: Bainsford 

church 
B 

Not needed by the LEP 

(after local discussions) 
B As per local discussions outcome. 
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Cluster detail ς eD 
Clustering has not worked for these congregations, therefore individual submissions from the Kirk sessions were received for 

consideration by the MPAG. After consideration the following decisions were made in relation to the congregations. 

 

From to From to 

Falkirk: Camelon 
Single United Charge. 

Vacant 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

1 x 1.0 MDS Falkirk: Trinity 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to  

¶ Maintain and develop the community outreach and partnerships that both congregations enter with.  

¶ Create a single untied charge place of worship utilising the variety of worship offerings already expressed.   

  

This is an appropriate mission shape for the c luster within the Presbytery in order to  contribute to 

the Presbytery's commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by  

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through charity shops, Family Life Centre, and partnerships with community 

organisations, (CofP1). 

¶ Engaging with the poor by providing support with food banks, charity shops, and supplying school clothing to 

those in poverty, (CofP 3). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by involving people in living out their faith within their communities, prayer 

times, and worshipping together, (CofP5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

  

This is an appropriate mission al shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbytery's commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by  

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by providing a place where the church speaks into society through its 

people's life and work. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by encouraging a reflection of what it means to live out your faith in 

this space, time and place. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ 
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
 brown ð Falkirk: Camelon, orange ð Falkirk: Trinity  

red ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

Falkirk: Camelon church B and Falkirk: Camelon Dorrator Road halls B will close at the date of union.  

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Falkirk: Camelon church   B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

for and one set of halls.  

 

Falkirk: Trinity should be main 

place of worship. 

 

Falkirk: Camelon 

Dorrator Road separate 

halls, same site 

  B 

Falkirk: Camelon Brown 

Street separate building, 

separate site 

  A 

Falkirk Trinity church (A 

Listed) 
  A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς Ŝ9 ŀƴŘ ŜC όŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘύ 
From to From to 

Airth 

Single United Charge 

0.5 MWS (reviewable 

tenure) 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

1 x 1.0 MDS 

1 x 0.5 MDS 

Larbert: East Vacant 

Larbert: Old Guardianship 

Larbert: West Vacant 

Stenhouse & Carron Vacant 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach using the resources from all the legacy 

churches including their commitment to retain a worshiping presence in Airth. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work with young people. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of pastoral care. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through varied engagement and outreach with a focus on youth, (CofP1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by commitment to maintaining worshipping presence across the area, (CofP5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by offering varied worship and ministries. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by engaging and supporting all age groups and a focus on expanding 

youth activities. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission through support and pastoral care to a range of activities including 

hospice and foodbank. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
orange ς Larbert: Old, yellow ð Larbert: West,  

green ð Larbert: East, blue ð Stenhouse & Carron, 

purple ς Airth 

 
green ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

Airth Church B, Larbert Old Church B, Larbert Old Halls B, Larbert West Church B and Stenhouse and Carron Church B will 

close at the date of union. 

 

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ŜC όŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘύ 
From to From to 

Bothkennar and Carronshore Dissolved 1 MWS Dissolved 

Please note: The adjustment of dissolution is used sparingly. The plan uses this reluctantly, although in some cases 

congregations have chosen this adjustment. Where dissolution is suggested, the churches concerned cannot remain on their 

own (which is true of many churches within Presbytery). However, in these cases, either  

1. No possible union or creative solution has emerged, or  

2. A union would not result in a stronger local church than inviting members to individually choose their own 

congregation.  

The charge of Bothkennar and Carronshore is to be dissolved.  

¶ This dissolution would take place when the interests of the current MWS are terminated from the charge.  

 
This is an appropriate mission shape the Presbytery which reflects the Presbyteryõs commitment to 

the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by  

¶ Ensuring that there are numerous neighbouring Church of Scotland congregations would continue to engage 

with communities, the poor, and congregation members of the current charge, (CofP 1, CofP 3, CofP 5). 

¶ Ensuring that there is significant Ecumenical provision within the local area to ensure varied worship 

resource for members and adherents, including several who offer a style of worship similar to that currently 

expressed by the charge, (CofP 2, CofP 4). 

¶ Ensuring that there is significant national and local provision (within the denomination and ecumenically) of a 

mixed economy approach to mission and worship which may be of some use to the dissolved congregation, 

(CofP 6). 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Airth church (B Listed) B  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship. 

 

Larbert: East Church will be the 

main place of worship for the 

charge. 

Larbert East church (B 

Listed) 
A  A 

Larbert Old church (B 

Listed) 
A  B 

Larbert Old separate 

halls, same site 
A  B 

Larbert West church B  B 

Stenhouse & Carron 

church (A Listed) 
B  B 

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
black ð Bothkennar and Carronshore.  

black ð dissolved parish area. 
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¶ Recognising that the charge is not financially sustainable currently; therefore acknowledging that it is not 

responsible of Presbytery to suggest a different outcome, (CofP 7). 

¶ Recognising that the congregations ecclesiastical building is outwith any centre of population; therefore 

acknowledging that it is not responsible of Presbyery to suggest a different outcome, (CofP 8). 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Bothkennar and 

Carronshore church (B 

Listed) 

A 

To continue with wide 

programme of daily 

missional activity 

B 
These buildings are classified B due 

to the dissolution of the 

congregation. 
Bothkennar and 

Carronshore separate 

halls, same site 

A  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ŜD 
From to From to 

Airdrie: Jackson 

Charge one 

Airdrie Jackson enters 

into Basis of Parish 

Grouping with charge 

two 

1 MWS 
Charge one 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

 

Airdrie: The New Wellwynd 

 

Charge two 

Linkage of Airdrie: The 

New Wellwynd, 

Airdrie: St Columbaõs 

and Basis of Parish 

Grouping with charge 

one 

1MWS 

Charge two 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

Airdrie: St Columbaõs (Priority 

Area) 
1MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Provide the parish area with a comprehensive and varied worship base. 

¶ Continue and further develop worship and witness 

¶ Develop and share resources, talents and skills. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities, by further development of community engagement, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging with congregations, by utilising worship leaders, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7) 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to 

contribute to the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by provision of regular and varied worship opportunities. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by developing new opportunities for mission. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by continuing and developing hospice engagement. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
yellow ð Airdrie: TƘŜ New Wellwynd, red ð Airdrie: 

St Columbaõs, brown ð Airdrie: Jackson  

 
orange ð Charge one, yellow ð Charge two 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
Note: the cluster did not categorise any building within the cluster. 

 

Airdrie: St Columbaõs church has been temporarily closed due to significant concerns over the Health and Safety and condition 

of the building following a report given by the General Trustees Health, Safety, Risk and Compliance Manager. Even if 

reopening on Health and Safety grounds is permitted, Airdrie: St Columba's will close by 30 June 2024. Presbytery will commit 

to engage with the congregation of Airdrie: St. Columba's, in conjunction with the Airdrie: The New Wellwynd to discern what 

an ongoing church presence might look like within the Parish following the closure of the building. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Airdrie: Jackson church   A 

These two charges will each 

require to have one main place of 

worship. 

 

Charge one 

Airdrie: Jackson should be the main 

place of worship. 

 

 

Airdrie: The New 

Wellwynd church (B 

Listed) 

  A 

Charge two 

Airdrie: The New Wellwynd 

should be the main place of 

worship. 
Airdrie: St Columbaõs 

church (Priority Area) 
  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ŜI 
From to From to 

Airdrie High 

 Single United Charge 

1MWS (linked) 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 

1 x 0.5 MDS 

New Monkland 

Caldercruix & Longriggend 
Vacant (linked) 

Greengairs 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach using the resources from all the legacy 
churches. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of work with young people. 

¶ Ensure the continuation and expansion of pastoral care. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through outreach café and strong community links (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with the poor through support for the local foodbank and warm spaces (CofP 3).  

¶ Engaging with congregations, through discipleship opportunities such as Alpha and Lent courses and varied 

worship offerings (CofP5)  

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through provision of regular opportunity for worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through use of chaplaincy and support of church youth organisations. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by development of pastoral support for the whole community.  

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
purple ð Airdrie: High, orange ð Airdrie: New 

Monkland, red ð Greengairs, green ð Caldercuix & 

Longriggend 

 
Blue ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
All buildings will close as soon as is practical following the completion of the design process of a new building (which process 

should begin with immediate effect), with the building at Airdrie: High church being used as the temporary main place for 

worship and Greengairs church as temporary space for missional activity for the united charge until such time as a new build is 

completed or sale is necessary to finance ambitions. Should buildings close prior to the date of union other community spaces 

should be sought for congregation use. 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Caldercruix church (C 

Listed) 
B*  B 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship.  

 

None of the buildings are suitable 

for this task and therefore all 

buildings are categorised B, and the 

united charge should look to 

finance a new build.  

Caldercruix separate 

hall same site 
B*  B 

Greengairs church B*  B 

Airdrie: High church B*  B 

Airdrie: New Monkland 

church (B Listed) 
B*  B 

Airdrie: New Monkland 

separate hall same site 

(Watch House) (B 

Listed) 

B*  B 

Airdrie: New Monkland 

separate hall different 

site (Glenmavis Hall)  

B*  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ƴκŀ ς CŀƭƪƛǊƪ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ²Ŝǎǘ  
Numerous efforts were made to aid the congregation in joining with others; however, despite best efforts no cluster 

or partnership was formed and no submission was received 

 

From to From to 

Falkirk: St Andrews West Dissolved 1 MWS Dissolved 

Please note: The adjustment of dissolution is used sparingly. The plan uses this reluctantly, although in some cases 

congregations have chosen this adjustment. Where dissolution is suggested, the churches concerned cannot remain on their 

own (which is true of many churches within Presbytery). However, in these cases, either  

1. No possible union or creative solution has emerged, or  

2. A union would not result in a stronger local church than inviting members to individually choose their own 

congregation.  

The charge of Falkirk: St Andrews West is to be dissolved.  

¶ This dissolution would take place when the interests of the current MWS are terminated from the charge.  

 

This is an appropriate mission shape which reflects the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery 

Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Ensuring that there are numerous neighbouring Church of Scotland congregations that would continue to 

engage with communities, the poor, and congregation members of the current charge, (CofP 1, CofP 3, CofP 

5). 

¶ Ensuring that there is significant Ecumenical provision within the local area to ensure varied worship 

resource for members and adherents, including several who offer a style of worship similar to that currently 

expressed by the charge, (CofP 2, CofP 4). 

¶ Ensuring that there is significant national and local provision (within the denomination and ecumenically) of a 

mixed economy approach to mission and worship which may be of some use to members of the dissolved 

congregation, (CofP 6). 

¶ Recognising that the charge is not financially sustainable currently; therefore acknowledging that it is not 

responsible of Presbytery to suggest a different outcome, (CofP 7). 

¶ Recognising that the congregationõs ecclesiastical building is immediately adjacent to the ecclesiastical building 

of a neighbouring charge; therefore acknowledging that it is not responsible of Presbytery to suggest a 

different outcome, (CofP 8). 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
black ð Falkirk: St Andrews West 

 
black ð parish area of dissolved charge 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Falkirk: St Andrews 

West church (C Listed) 
  B 

This building is classified B due to 

the dissolution of the congregation. 



 

 
76 
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{ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀ 
LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
The south area of the Presbytery comprises the largest geographical area, with the lowest population density.  It 

comprises a mix of urban towns, market towns, country towns, rural villages, former mining communities and 

widespread small settlements. The borders of this are ambiguous and not easily observable. The area is governed 

administratively mainly by South Lanarkshire Council, and to a small extent, by Dumfries and Galloway Council.  

The main industry in these places were historically centred around mining, heavy engineering, and steel production. 

Scottish gold mining is a surprising but small element for the south, area, within the main production of coal 

throughout the south area and neighbouring areas of Ayrshire and Lothian. Nowadays major industry is absent from 

this area.  Generally, the large employers are council based, but mostly, small size businesses are the norm. The 

creation of Windfarms in the South area has created jobs, and generated some income for communities within the 

windfarmõs locality. 

The South area is well supported by the M74 which runs south to north across the region, as such, it has become 

part of the commuter belt for both Edinburgh and Glasgow and many of the towns and villages have a sense that 

they have become dormitory communities.  Although the area is large, most of the population is split between the 4 

main towns of Lanark, Carluke, Wishaw and Strathaven, all of which are in the northern part of this area.  

There is significant history of Christianity in the area with worshipping communities going back to the 10th century. 

Many places have a strong Covenanting history.  For many of the country towns and villages, churches provide a key 

facility where communities can come together and where voluntary organisations can access spaces to provide 

additional community services.  

/ƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ   
As the new planning group started its work, every congregation was asked to form into clusters of two or more 

congregations. Most clusters that have formed are of geographically adjacent Parishes that have much in 

common.  The South area includes one non-contiguous, cross border cluster of South and West areas, this cluster 

will be considered by MPAG within the West Area.  
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{ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀ aŀǇ 
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{ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ 
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{ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ !ƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ  

(Adjusted to account for plan outcomes) 
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ǎп 
/ŀǊƭǳƪŜΥ YƛǊƪǘƻƴΣ /ŀǊƭǳƪŜΥ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿϥǎΣ /ŀǊƭǳƪŜΥ {ǘ 

WƻƘƴϥǎΣ [ŀǿ 
нΦр нΦр 

ǎс [9t π {ǘƻƴŜƘƻǳǎŜΥ {ǘΦ bƛƴƛŀƴϥǎ  лΦр о 

ǎт 
{ǘǊŀǘƘŀǾŜƴΥ !ǾŜƴŘŀƭŜ hƭŘ ϧ 5ǊǳƳŎƭƻƎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ 

{ǘǊŀǘƘŀǾŜƴΥ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 
мΦр пΦр 

ǎ! 
/ƻŀƭōǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ [ŜǎƳŀƘŀƎƻǿ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

YƛǊƪƳǳƛǊƘƛƭƭ 
мΦр с 

ǎ. 
.ƛƎƎŀǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪ aƻǳƴǘΣ {ȅƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ [ƛōōŜǊǘƻƴ ϧ 

vǳƻǘƘǉǳŀƴ 
м т 

ǎ/ /ŀƛǊƴƎǊȅũŜΣ ¦ǇǇŜǊ /ƭȅŘŜΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ м у 

ǎ5 /ǊƻǎǎŦƻǊŘΣ 5ŀƭǎŜǊŦΣ YƛǊƪŬŜƭŘōŀƴƪΣ hǾŜǊǘƻǿƴ м ф 

ǎ9 

/ƭŜƭŀƴŘΣ bŜǿƳŀƛƴǎΥ .ƻƴƪƭŜΣ bŜǿƳŀƛƴǎΥ /ƻƭǘƴŜǎǎ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ {ƘƻǧǎΥ /ŀƭŘŜǊƘŜŀŘ ϧ 9ǊǎƪƛƴŜΣ ²ƛǎƘŀǿΥ 
/ŀƳōǳǎƴŜǘƘŀƴ bƻǊǘƘΣ ²ƛǎƘŀǿΥ /ŀƳōǳǎƴŜǘƘŀƴ 
hƭŘΣ ²ƛǎƘŀǿΥ hƭŘΣ ²ƛǎƘŀǿΥ {ǘ aŀǊƪϥǎΣ ²ƛǎƘŀǿΥ 

{ƻǳǘƘ ²ƛǎƘŀǿ 

оΦр мнΦр 

ǎC 
/ŀǊƴǿŀǘƘΣ /ŀǊǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ CƻǊǘƘΥ {ǘ tŀǳƭϥǎΣ [ŀƴŀǊƪΥ {ǘ 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ 
н мпΦр 

ǎD [ŀǊƪƘŀƭƭΥ bŜǿ мΦр мс 

 
CƻǊƳŜǊ [ŀƴŀǊƪ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ŀǊŜŀ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ 

LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
лΦр мсΦр 

 
Please note 

¶ The Cross Area cluster which includes Lanark: Greyfriars will be considered in this plan within the West 

Area. 

¶ To fulfil the instruction of the General Assembly of 2022, the Presbytery have reserved a 0.5 FTE ministry 

post to support ministry within the former Presbytery of Lanark area (which includes Lanark: Greyfriars). For 

more detail see page 13. 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 
81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ǊŜŀ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊ {ƘŜŜǘǎ 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎп 
From to From to 

Carluke: St Andrewõs (rural) 

Single United Charge 

with Basis of Team 

Ministry 

1 MWS 

2 x 1.0 inducted MWS, 

1 x 0.5 MDS  

on Basis of Team 

Ministry 

Carluke: Kirkton (rural) Vacant 

Carluke: St Johnõs (rural) 1 MWS 

Law (rural) Vacant 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue and develop specific community work, dementia hub, foodbank, Youth work community centre. 

¶ Continue and develop worship, on Sundays and beyond, under 40s work, chaplaincy, pastoral care. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by specific pieces or work and also work with local outside agencies, (CofP1). 

¶ Engaging ecumenical relations with other churches through partnerships both new and existing, (CoP 2). 

¶ Engaging with the poor by engaging with the foodbank, youth community centre, dementia hub, (CofP 3). 

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God in training for different roles and ministries, (CofP 4). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by partnering in the pre-union arrangements, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7).  
 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through worship and outreach. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by developing the work being done with under 40õs, in worship and 

beyond Sundays. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by continuing to develop the specific community outreach projects. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
green ð Law, red ð St Andrews, orange ð Kirkton, 

yellow ð St Johns. 

 
red ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* statement ð Carluke: Kirkton church should be assessed within 6 months of the date of agreement of the PMP to ascertain 

if it can accommodate the Dementia project either as currently configured or with a redevelopment of the buildings. If 

expansion work is required to Carluke: Kirkton church, Carluke: St Andrews church will be the alternative venue during the 

works for dementia project. Carluke: St Andrews church will be disposed of as soon as the works are complete. If no work is 

required to Carluke: Kirkton church, Carluke: St Andrews church will be disposed of on the same timeline as Carluke: St Johns 

church. 

 

Carluke: St. Johnõs church B (and Carluke: St. Andrewõs church B if no works are required in Carluke: Kirkton church) will be 

closed at the point of Union. 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Carluke: St Andrews 

church (rural) (B Listed) 
B*  B* This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

for the whole charge located in 

Carluke and one building in the 

village of Law for ongoing missional 

work. 

 

Carluke: Kirkton to be the main 

place of worship. 

Law to continue to be used as a 

missional presence but not as a 

formal Local Mission Church. 

Carluke: Kirkton church 

(rural) 
A Main place of worship A 

Carluke: St Johns church 

(rural) 
B*  B 

Law church (rural) A Local Mission Church A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎс 
From to 

Stonehouse: St Ninianõs  

 

As a Local Ecumenical Partnership, Stonehouse: St Ninianõs lies outwith the Presbytery Mission 

Planning process. 

The MPAG take account of any LEP arrangements which affect it.  
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎт 
From to From to 

Strathaven: Trinity 

Parish Grouping 

1 MWS 1 x 0.75 inducted MWS 

Strathaven: Avendale Old and 

Drumclog Memorial 
1 MWS 1 x 0.75 inducted MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue worship and engagement with the local and wider geographic community as 2 separate parishes, 
with collaborative work on new project if appropriate. 

¶ Continue and develop youth ministry, schools chaplaincy and youth club. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Enhance engagement with the community offering service to areas of identified need, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with existing congregational offer by offering varied forms of worship and missional engagement 

across the parish grouping, (CofP 5).  

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by regular and varied worship and missional outreach. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by jointly developing pastoral care and responding to need. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
 moss - Strathaven: Trinity, green ð Strathaven: 

Avendale Old and Drumclog Memorial 

 
Parish grouping of moss - Strathaven: Trinity, green ð 

Strathaven: Avendale Old and Drumclog Memorial 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  

 

Strathaven: Avendale Old and Drumclog Memorial - Drumclog church B, Strathaven: Trinity Chapleton church B, Strathaven: 

Trinity Glassford church B will close on 30 June 2024. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Strathaven: Trinity 

Chapleton church 
B*  B 

This parish grouping of two 

parishes will need two main places 

of worship, one for each parish. 

 

 

Trinity Church should be the main 

place of worship 

Strathaven: Trinity 

Glassford church (B 

Listed) 

B*  B 

Strathaven: Trinity 

church 
A  A 

Strathaven: Avendale 

Old and Drumclog 

Memorial - Avendale 

Old church (B Listed) 

A  A 

Main place of worship should be 

Avendale Old Church Strathaven: Avendale 

Old and Drumclog 

Memorial - Drumclog 

church (B Listed) 

B*  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎ!  
From to From to 

Kirkmuirhill (rural) 

Single United Charge 

1 MWS 1 x 1.0 inducted MWS  

1 x 0.5 MDS (Assistant 

Minister) Coalburn & Lesmahagow (rural) 1 MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Renew and refocus on mission for exploring alternative ways of doing and being church. 

¶ Continue and develop chaplaincy programmes to ensure widespread community engagement. 

¶ Continue and develop teaching and discipleship through, engaging young people, prayer meetings and street 
ministry. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd Article Declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through chaplaincy and under 40õs work, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God in training for different roles and ministries, (CofP 4). 

¶ Engaging with congregations as key partners for a proposed union, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission within their street ministry and under 40õs.  

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission within work with new church attenders. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission within the work of the community shop.  

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ   

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
red ð Coalburn and Lesmahagow, brown - Kirkmuirhill 

 
orange ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  

 

Lesmahagow church has been temporarily closed due to significant concerns over the Health and Safety and condition of the 

building. Even if reopening on Health and Safety grounds is permitted, Lesmahagow will close as soon as is reasonably 

practical. Presbytery will commit to engage with the congregation of Coalburn and Lesmahagow, in conjunction with 

Kirkmuirhill to discern what an ongoing church presence might look like within the Parish following the closure of the building.  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Coalburn church (rural) A 

Multi-use flexible space, 

represents south edge 

of cluster 

A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and one other building. 

  

Kirkmuirhill Church should be the 

main place of worship. 

Lesmahagow church 

(rural) (B Listed) 
B 

State of disrepair ð too 

much money, resource 

and energy needed to 

save it 

B 

Kirkmuirhill church 

(rural) (C Listed) 
A 

Wide range of spaces, 

green space, represents 

north edge of cluster 

A 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎ. 
From to From to 

Biggar (rural) 

Single United Charge 

1 MWS (linked) 

I x 1.0 inducted MWS 
Black Mount (rural) 

Libberton & Quothquan (rural) Vacant (linked together, 

also with Cairngryffe 

outwith cluster) Symington (rural) 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and development of worship within the new union.  

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of schools outreach of the bounds. 

¶ Ensure continuation of pastoral care across the new union. 

 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (article 3 declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through the community centre, schools work and foodbank, (CofP 1). 

¶ Offering new engagement of the whole people of God in worship leading skills, (CofP 4). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by the provision of worship services in each geographical location, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster, (CofP 7). 

 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by engaging in communities beyond existing worship communities. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission through the community centre in Biggar. 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ 
  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
purple ð Biggar, blue ð Black Mount, orange ð 

Symington, brown ð Libberton & Quothquan 

 
purple ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

B* statement ð Biggar church is categorised as B* to enable the congregation to focus on improving accessibility issues and the 

ability to make use of the building all year round. This is to be progressed and assessed at annual evaluation of the PMP and if 

significant progress cannot be made the building would revert to a B Categorisation. 

 

Black Mount church B, Symington church B and Libberton & Quothquan church B will close at the date of union. 

 

 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Biggar church (rural) (A 

Listed) 
A 

Maintain a worshipping 

community 
B* 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship, 

3 halls, and one community centre. 

 

Biggar church is to be used as the 

main place of worship.  

An established community centre 

in Biggar  

The new union needs 3 sets of 

halls in specific geographical 

locations.  

- Symington halls 

- Black Mount halls 

- Biggar halls 

Biggar separate halls, 

separate site (rural) 
A 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  

A 

Biggar Gillespie centre, 

separate halls, separate 

site (rural) 

A 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀŦŞ 
ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 

A 

Black Mount church 

(rural) (B Listed) 
A 

Maintain a worshipping 

community 
B 

Black Mount halls, 

separate halls, same site 

(rural) 

B  A 

Symington church 

(rural) (B Listed) 
A 

Maintain a worshipping 

community 
B 

Symington halls, 

separate halls, same site 

(rural) 

B  A 

Libberton & Quothquan 

church (rural) (B Listed) 
A 

Maintain a worshipping 

community 
B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎ/ 
From to From to 

Cairngryffe (rural) 

Single United Charge 

Vacant (linked outwith 

cluster to Symington, 

and also Libberton & 

Quothquan) 

1 x1.0 inducted MWS Douglas Valley (Priority Area) Guardianship 

Upper Clyde (rural) I MWS  

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue and develop a consistent presence in union communities through chaplaincy and worship services.  

¶ New investigation of ways to touch the hearts of all within union area through uniting. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment by maintaining geographical presence and develop communications 

through online presence, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Continuing and developing community engagement, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God in training for different roles and ministries, (CofP 4). 

¶ Continuing to worship in different communities, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7).  

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission. 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through continuing worship, chaplaincy and new communications team. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of mission through study groups. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission through chaplaincies, befriending and activities for the elderly and 

those with dementia. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
green ð Douglas Valley, orange ð Cairngryffe, blue ς 

Upper Clyde 

 
green ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

B* statement ð Upper Clyde church is categorised as B* to enable the congregation to focus on a plan for the significant 

reconfiguration of the building that will be needed, including improving access to the site all year round. This is to be 

progressed and assessed at the first annual evaluation of the PMP and if significant progress cannot be made the building 

would revert to a B Categorisation. 

 

Cairngryffe church B will close at the point of union.  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Cairngryffe church 

(rural) (B Listed) 
A 

Local distances/ need 

for presence  
B This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship 

and one other building. 

A redeveloped and reimagined 

Douglas Valley will be the main 

place of worship for the charge. 

Douglas Valley church 

(Priority Area) (B Listed) 
A 

Local distances/ need 

for presence 
A 

Upper Clyde church 

(rural) 
A 

Local distances/ need 

for presence 
B* 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎ5 
From to From to 

Crossford (rural) 

Single United Charge 

1 MWS, linked charge 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS 
Kirkfieldbank (rural) 

Overtown 1 MWS 

Dalserf Vacant 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and development of worship, mission and outreach by sharing resources. 

¶ Develop a network of youth organisations and youth ministry. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through open days, annual fetes and youth organisations, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with the whole people of God in training for different roles and ministries, (CofP 4). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by varied worship and missional outreach. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission by encouraging spiritual growth through worship. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by caring for the vulnerable. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
brown ð Overtown, moss ð Dalserf, green ð

Crossford, yellow ς Kirkfieldbank 

 
purple ð Single United Charge 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

 
B* statement ð Dalserf church is categorised as B* to enable the congregation to focus on a plan for the ongoing maintenance 

and operation of the historic building. This is to be progressed and assessed at the first annual evaluation of the PMP and if 

significant progress cannot be made the building would revert to a B Categorisation. 

 

Kirkfieldbank hall B, Kirkfieldbank church B, Dalserf: Roriston hall B, to be disposed by time of union. 

  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Crossford church 

(rural) 
B*  A 

This single united charge will 

require one main place of worship. 

A missional resource at the top, 

and one at the bottom of the 

Clyde Valley. 

 

Overtown church to be the main 

place of worship. 

Dalserf Church, Dalserf: Hamilton 

Hall, Crossford Church as 

missional spaces. 

Kirkfieldbank church 

(rural) 
B*  B 

Kirkfieldbank hall 

separate building, 

separate site (rural) 

B*  B 

Overtown church (C 

Listed) 
B*  A 

Dalserf church (A Listed) B*  B* 

Dalserf Hamilton hall 

separate building, same 

site  

B*  A 

Dalserf Rorison hall  

separate building, 

separate site 

B*  B 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎ9  
From to From to 

Newmains: Bonkle 
Charge one 

Union of Newmains: 

Bonkle, Newmains: 

Coltness Memorial, 

Shotts: Calderhead & 

Erskine and Wishaw: 

Cambusnethan: North 

and Parish Grouping 

with Charge two 

Vacant ð Linked charge 
Charge one 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS   

 

1 x 1.0 MDS & 

1 x 0.5 MDS  

shared across the Parish 

Grouping 

Newmains: Coltness Memorial 

Shotts: Calderhead & Erskine Vacant 

Wishaw: Cambusnethan North Vacant 

Cleland Charge two 

Union with Wishaw: 

St. Markõs, Wishaw: 

Cambusnethan: Old, 

Wishaw: Old, 

Wishaw: South 

Wishaw and Parish 

Grouping with Charge 

one 

Vacant ð Linked charge Charge two 

1 x 1.0 inducted MWS   

 

Plus shared Parish 

Grouping staffing as 

detailed in Charge one 

above. 

Wishaw: St Marks 

Wishaw: Cambusnethan Old Vacant 

Wishaw: Old Vacant 

Wishaw: South Wishaw 1 MWS 

Note 

¶ Cleland is undergoing a dissolution process which is likely to be reported to Presbytery before this plan is due to be 

published.  

¶ The linked charge of Newmains: Bonkle & Newmains: Coltness Memorial has asked to be treated as one entity for 

statistical work by the CofS national offices despite legally being separate charities. 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Continue and develop of worship, mission and outreach by sharing resources. 

¶ Develop community engagement through consultation, partnership working and pioneering ministry and 

other approaches. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment ,(3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities through community cafés, addictions work, and chaplaincy, (CofP 1).  

¶ Engaging the poor through existing work with Christian Against Poverty, Foodbanks, CAB, charity shops 

provision, (CofP 3). 

¶ Engaging the Whole people of God in training to develop worship skills, pastoral skills, youth work skills, and 

as funeral celebrants, (CofP 4). 

¶ Engaging congregations in varied worship, Childrenõs and Youth work and prayer groups, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7).  

Map of what it looks like now Map of the future looks like 

 
light blue ð South, red ð Old, yellow ð St Markõs, grey 

ð Cleland (dissolving), brown ð Cambusnethan North, 

green ð Cambusnethan Old and Morningside, dark 

blue ð Newmains: Bonkle and Newmains: Coltness 

memorial, purple ð Shotts: Calderhead & Erskine  

 
blue ð charge one 

green ð charge two 
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This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission by missional outreach to community, generally through Sunday 

worship, cafés and youth work, and specifically to those with addictions and/or the poor. 

¶ Engaging with the 3rd Mark of Mission by the provision of caf®õs, warm spaces. And partnering with 

foodbanks, Christians Against poverty, and offering pastoral care generally and specifically in the area of 

Mental health. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

A continuing missional presence in the community of Shotts is required however the location, available accommodation and 

condition of the two buildings in Shotts are not suitable for their continued long-term use and the congregation should seek to 

make use of community, or other ecclesiastical facilities (in a bid to develop stronger ecumenical partnerships) for missional 

activities and endeavours, including occasional worship. Further, a continuing missional presence in the community of 

Newmains is required however the available accommodation and challenge of repurposing the buildings would almost 

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Newmains: Bonkle 

church (B Listed) 
B*  B 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
various buildings: 

 

Charge one: 

 

This charge will require one main 

place of worship and a continuing 

mission presence in both Shotts 

and Newmains. 

A redeveloped and reimagined 

Allanton Church will be the main 

place of worship for the charge 

and consideration given to 

extending the building. 

 

 
 

Newmains: Bonkle 

separate hall, same site 

(B Listed) 

B*  B 

Newmains: Coltness 

Memorial church (B 

Listed) 

B*  B 

Shotts: Calderhead & 

Erskine church (Shotts)  
B  B 

Shotts: Calderhead & 

Erskine church 

(Allanton) separate 

building, separate site 

A  A 

Shotts: Calderhead & 

Erskine Memorial hall 

(Shotts) separate hall, 

separate site  

A  B 

Wishaw: Cambusnethan 

North church (C Listed) 
B*  B 

Wishaw: St Marks 

church 
B*  A 

Charge two: 

 

This charge will require one main 

place of worship and a building for 

missional activities. 

¶ Wishaw: South Wishaw to 

be the main place of 

worship.   

¶ Wishaw: St Marks to be a 

missional hub 

Wishaw: Cambusnethan 

Old and Morningside 

church (C Listed) 

B*  B 

Wishaw: Old church (B 

Listed)  
B*  B 

Wishaw: South Wishaw 

church (C Listed) 
A 

Main place of worship 

for charge one 
A 
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inevitably prove financially constraining for the congregation and may hinder rather than enable mission. Therefore, the 

congregation should seek to make use of community, or other ecclesiastical facilities (in a bid to develop stronger ecumenical 

partnerships) for missional activities and endeavours, including occasional worship. 

 

Newmains: Bonkle church B, Newmains: Bonkle halls B, Newmains: Coltness Memorial church B, Shotts: Calderhead & 

Erskine church (Shotts) B, Shotts: Calderhead & Erskine Memorial hall (Shotts) B, Wishaw: Cambusnethan North B, Wishaw: 

Cambusnethan Old and Morningside church B, Wishaw Old church B, and Wishaw: Old halls B will close at the date of union. 

 

Note: There are no separate halls at Newmains: Coltness Memorial church and the last property survey indicates that the 

halls in Wishaw: Old are integral to the main buildings and are not a separate building. 
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/ƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ς ǎC  
From to From to 

Carnwath (rural) 
Charge one 

Union of Carnwath, 

Carstairs, and Forth St 

Pauls and a Basis of 

Parish Grouping with 

charge two 

1 MWS (linked charge) 

1 x 1.0 Inducted MWS Carstairs (rural) 

Forth: St Pauls (rural) 
Vacant 

 

Lanark: St Nicholas (rural) 

Charge two 

Lanark: St Nicholas 

enters into a Basis of 

Parish Grouping with 

charge one 

1 MWS 1 x 1.0 Inducted MWS 

This is an appropriate missional shape for local congregations within this local area in order to 

¶ Ensure continuation and expansion of worship and outreach using the resources from all the legacy churches 

while recognising the differences in rural and town life between the two new charges. 

This is an appropriate mission shape for cluster within the Presbytery in order to contribute to the 

Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Code of Practice by 

¶ Maintaining a territorial commitment, (3rd article declaratory). 

¶ Engaging with communities by maintaining and expanding presence in communities, (CofP 1). 

¶ Engaging with congregations by working jointly to connect existing separated congregations and support new 

leadership development including worship leaders, (CofP 5). 

¶ In allowing the cluster to plan together Presbytery has considered financial responsibility within the cluster (CofP 7). 

This is an appropriate missional shape for the national Church of Scotland in order to contribute to 

the Presbyteryõs commitment to the Presbytery Mission Planning Marks of Mission by 

¶ Engaging with the 1st Mark of Mission through varied worship offerings and chaplaincy. 

¶ Engaging with the 2nd Mark of Mission through leadership programmes and alpha courses. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ όǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ  

Map of what it looks like now Map of what the future will look like 

 
blue ð Lanark: St Nicholas, yellow ð Carstairs, green ð 

Forth: St Paulõs, brown ð Carnwath. 

 
Parish grouping of dark blue: charge one, light blue ð 

charge two 
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 
Note: Carnwath do not have any buildings to be considered. 

 

 
  

Building Name 
Information Provided to MPAG Plan Outcome for Buildings 

Cluster Cluster Mission Reason Category Missional Reason 

Carstairs church (rural) 

(B Listed) 
A 

Due to distances 

between congregations 

all required 

A 

These two charges will require to 

each have one main place of 

worship with charge one to have 

two additional buildings, and 

charge two to have one additional 

building.  

 

Charge one  

¶ Carstairs should be the 

main place of worship. 

Forth: St Pauls church 

(rural) 
A 

Due to distances 

between congregations 

all required 

A 

Forth: St Pauls, separate 

hall, same site (rural) 
A 

Due to distances 

between congregations 

all required 

A 

Lanark: St Nicholas 

church (rural) (B Listed) 
A 

Due to distances 

between congregations 

all required 

A 
Charge two 

Lanark: St Nicholas should be the 

main place of worship. 
Lanark: St Nicholas 

separate hall, separate 

site (rural) 
A 

Due to distances 

between congregations 

all required 

A 
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